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Nourishing our community: 

Alvord Cares    Meals on Wheels 

Because wellness and safety are our greatest 
concern, we are following strict guidelines for 
serving and delivering food.  

Our routes have changed. We are delivering past 
the Hot Skillet toward Decatur, North and East of 
Alvord. 

We served nutritious meals to 21 people and 
YOUR donations, volunteering, & organizing 
made this happen 

 

Welcome Diane and Mark Howell 

our new team members! 

Alvord Cares Ministry will end 
on August 10th after a wonder-
ful summer that has required 

adapting how we handed out food but noth-
ing was going to stop us!  

We want to thank everyone who has volun-
teered, made donations and has prayed for 
our families in need.   

This has been a collaborative effort. Thank 
you, FUMC of Alvord, Community Members, 
Legend Bank, United Way, and Wise County 
Extension Office.  

On the porch with the Pastor: 

When I was a child, I would visit my grandparents in East Tennessee each summer. One my favorite 

things to do was to sit out on the porch with my great grandfather. He would have his feet leaning 

against the old tree, tilted back in his metal lawn chair and rolling a stalk of grass between his teeth. 

We would talk about everything. He would ask me what I had done since last summer and I would 

ask him to tell me stories of when he was a boy in Alabama. I learned a lot about myself, life and 

love sitting on the porch. It is from these fond memories that I have chosen to craft my newsletter 

article each month. My intent is to start conversations and share some of my everyday experience 

of God.  When I need to reconnect with God because I have let my schedule or my worries become 

way too important, I picture God sitting on the porch waiting for me to show up. 
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Our vision is to nourish the hearts, minds, bodies and 

souls of our community while making disciples of Jesus 

Christ.  

Empowering Leaders: 
We need leaders to help us come together to nourish and nurture our church family. I would like to 
ask each of you to pray about how God is calling you to serve our church community.  

Leading in the church means making a way for Christ to be revealed to others.  

Cultivating Believers: 

Worship…We returned to the sanctuary 

this past Sunday. It was a blessing to have 

some of our membership sitting in the pews. 

Our Facebook Live will continue and we are 

working on how to improve that overall expe-

rience.  We will have Communion Sunday the 

first Sunday of September. 

Prayer…We have a very long “Prayer Con-

cerns”  list which can be difficult when using this 

as a tool for prayer. I am going to format the list 

a little differently but as always, I am open to 

suggestions and amendments.  

Reading Our Bible…Part of growing in 

our faith is to learn the basis for our beliefs. 

What do we believe and why do we believe it 

that way when another church seems to be-

lieve differently?  Hmmmm. Want to join me in 

reading this outrageous, soap opera-ish, life 

changing  story of God and God’s people? 

Growing in the Spirit…Jesus had the dis-

ciples wait in the holy city for God to give them a 

gift. When the gift came, it blew them away, liter-

ally, as the Holy Spirit perched on each one. Their 

job was to let it become part of them so that all 

believers “spoke” the same language.  Does the 

Holy Spirit rest upon you or reside within you? 

 Worship: 

 Acolytes 

 Lay Worship Leaders 

 Technology Team 

Small Group Coordinator:  

This leadership role involves 

working with Pastor Carol to cre-

ate innovative ways for us to have 

some fun, learn and grow in our 

faith, together.  

Homebound Outreach Coordinator: 

This leadership role involves identi-

fying people and ways our church 

can care for members social dis-

tancing or homebound.  
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Conference News...and justice for all. 
Bishop Michael McKee cast a vision called “Journey Toward Racial Justice.”  

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,  

so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2 

The Mission is to create disciples of Jesus Christ who are courageously anti-racist in a broken world. 

The Vision is to end active and passive racism and create an equitable future for all people. 

This will have three focus areas: 

• Vital Conversations about racism, cultural diversity and institutional injustice. 

• Intercultural Competence to cultivate leaders to make NTC more diverse to reflect our mission field. 

• Institutional Equity to build systems, policies and processes in the NTC to level the playing field for all. 

Let us pray together how we can work for honor respect of all people. 

Discipleship Faithfulness...Administrative Council 
Organizational Team Reports: 

 Trustee’s: July was busy. We got the parsonage ready for the new pastor, repaired an old gas line and an 

AC compressor and we set up the church to follow our plan for returning to the building. Our hand sani-

tizer machines will be replaced next week.   

 Finance: Our giving for the month of July is down a bit at $7105.00 and our expenses were up because of 

building repairs and preparing the building for reopening. We have faith that we will rally and we want 

to thank you for your faithfulness in giving during these hard times.  

 Staff Pastor Relations Committee: Pastor Carol started on July 5th and her family has settled into the 

parsonage. Pastor Carol will be in the office for visits and appointments at least 3 days a week. She 

would love to visit with you! 

Mission and Ministry Reports: Summer feeding ministries were doing well just needed a few volunteers to 

finish out the summer. 

Council Approved Action: We approved returning to in-sanctuary worship on Sunday, August 2th and 

amended our “Return to Worship” plan by changing the language from “Strongly Encourage” to “Must.”  

Future Business: Evaluate In-Church Worship Plan and discuss how to return to Sunday School. 

Next Meeting: September 22, 2020 at 6:30 pm  



God Sightings...Are we really rocks? 

We all know about the disciple Peter but did you know his name means rock in 
Greek? This is not a coincidence. “Jesus says, ‘I say to you, Peter upon this rock I 
will build my church...”(Mat 6:18) Peter had a big job and he often doubted what 
God could do through him. But God knew! There are over 30 rock or stone scrip-
tural references and most of them refer to God’s reliability and not to our doubts. 

The rock is Christ (1 Cor. 10:4)  There is no rock like our God (1 Sam 2:2) 
...get rid of all ill will, deceit, pretense, envy, and slander. 2 Instead, like a newborn baby, desire the pure milk of the 
word. Nourished by it, you will grow into salvation, 3 since you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4 Now you are coming to him as to a living stone. Even though this stone was rejected by humans, from God’s perspec-
tive it is chosen, valuable. 5 You yourselves are being built like living stones into a spiritual temple… For those who refuse 
to believe the stone (Jesus) the builders tossed aside, God has made him the capstone. 8 This is a stone (Jesus) that 
makes people stumble and a rock that makes them fall because they refuse to believe. 9 Because you believe, you are a 
people who are God’s own possession so that you may speak of the wonderful acts of the one who called you out of 
darkness into his amazing light. (1 Peter 2:1-9) 

Some of you know that I love rocks. I collect petrified rocks. I used to tumble rocks and I even collect diamonds - lol. 
When you begin to study rocks, it is quite fascinating. The three main terrestrial rocks are : 

IGNEOUS ROCKS : formed through the cooling and solidification of lava 
METAMORPHIC ROCKS: once existed as igneous or sedimentary rock 
SEDIMENTARY ROCKS: formed through gradual accumulation of sediments until it is so dense that rock emerges. 

I have several river rocks in my rock bed. They are all very beautiful. They are different shapes and colors. Some were 
formed before others. Some lay in the river bed longer and had the water wash over them until they shined like glass. 
Some are perfectly formed and some have rough edges. 
 

My Dad built a deck and filled it with rose and petrified rock from the farm, Denton Creek  and some he bought. It 
was beautiful and he continued to add rocks over the years.  I find myself drawn to those rocks, I have brought to my 
rock bed several petrified and rose rocks and even some of the river rock from “the place” as we call it. Last Friday, I 
brought in several and laid them on the patio. The next morning I went out to clean the rocks so I could place them in 
carefully chosen spots in my garden. I do not know why but I was diligent in picking out these beautiful rocks.  
 

As I began washing the rocks, I realized they were by our cedar cross on our patio. I hadn’t 
consciously placed them at the foot of the cross; yet, there they were. It was morning and the 
sun glistened on the water as it ran across the river rock in front of the cross.  My thoughts 
went to the disciples who would have kneeled and wept at the foot of a cross. It was a God 
moment. I wish I had the words to share all of the emotions I felt—my love for my parents, my 
love for my family, my love for you, my love for our Savior who bled and died on a cross before 
he resurrected to show us how much we are loved.  I imagined the view Jesus would have had 
as he looked down on His Mother, His family, His disciples and other people who believed. He 
would have also looked upon Peter, the rock.  I bet he thought, “I’ve taught you how to be like 
me. You will stumble but I will help you. You can do this.”   
 

Jesus built the church on Peter the Rock’s belief and courage to speak of the wonderful acts of the one who called us 
out of darkness into his amazing light. I saw the amazing light when I saw the sun glisten on the water.  I realized that 
we are to be living stones. You are being built like living stones into a spiritual temple. We are not to be rocks that get 
covered in sediment but rather, rocks that are taken from the ground to be used to build upon the foundation that 
Jesus began with Peter.  
 

God does need more rocks on the ground even though they are beautiful. God needs living stones that say, “I believe 
and I want to build your kingdom.” I am sure that Peter had no idea about how much his life would change after he 
left his business and followed Jesus. But God did! God also knew how much other people’s lives would change be-
cause he had the courage to be the rock upon which future believers could build.  
 
Are we really rocks, my friends? No. We’re living stones washed by the living, glistening waters of God through Jesus 
Christ.        Grace and Peace, Kim 



Seeing God in action! 
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We appreciate YOU!  It’s great to have our young church members assist 

in delivering.  

Sherrie Enis, Jo Watson, Jessica Stapleton & Kylie, Donna Nivens & Sue 

Nivens for cooking in July.   Danielle & Grace Stovall, Rachel, Wil & Emily 

Case, Judy Smith, Kacie Ishmael, Charlie French, Bonnie Foreman, Chasen, 

Caddi & Calli Jackson for delivering meals. 

And a HUGE thank you for Liz Johnson, our church’s Administrative Assis-

tant, for helping with our sign-up sheet and recipients roster current.  
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Gratitudes: 

Thank You 

 

I’m more than astounded by the generosity of you as my 

church family. From all the individual acts of doing small 

jobs getting my home ready, to supplying me with things 

for the new house and yard, and the generous monies given, 

I am brought to tears. I have strived all my life to be Miss In-

dependent, but this disease has humbled me to lean on others 

and take steps of faith that are out of my character. Thank 

you for patiently walking with me to this point in time. 

Thank you also for blessing me during this transition in 

my life and I hope in some way I can continue to serve with 

you as the hands and feet of Christ in Alvord. 

 

Pastor Veronica  

 



Meals on Wheels August Schedule: 
6th:  Cooking: Gay Dickens & Barb Maag 
 Delivering: Erica Pelton & Mark & Diane Howell 
13th:  Cooking: Lucy Slaten & Kerry Barrett 
 Delivering: Kacie Ishmael, Mark & Diane Howell 
20th:  Cook: Kim & Joy Waller 
 Delivering: Pastor Carol Sparks/Deborah Hill & Mark & Diane Howell 
27th:  Cooking: Kim French & Jo Watson 
 Delivering: Pastor Carol Sparks, Deborah Hill, Mark & Diane Howell 

August 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  

Worship 

Face Book Live 

3 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

4 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

5 6  

MOW 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

7 8 

9 

Worship 

Face Book Live 

10 

Alvord Cares 

11 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

12 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

13 

MOW 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

14 15 

16 

Worship 

Face Book Live 

17 18 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

19 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

20 

MOW 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

21 22 

23 

Worship 

Face Book Live 

24 25 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

26 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

27 

MOW 

Pastor Carol in 

Office 

28 29 

30 

Worship 

Face Book Live 

31      

Worship Leadership Schedule: (We will be using this as a reminder tool as we continuing to evolve) 

9th: Music Leader:  Lay Reader:  Tech Team: Acolyte: 

16th: Music Leader:  Lay Reader:  Tech Team: Acolyte: 

23rd: Music Leader:  Lay Reader:  Tech Team: Acolyte: 

30th: Music Leader:  Lay Reader:  Tech Team: Acolyte: 


