
 
 

 JUNE NEWSLETTER 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

100 W. WASHINGTON ST. (P.O. BOX 127) 

ALVORD, TX         940-427-5795 

www.fumcalvord.org 

Church family, 
I have come to my final time to write you an 

article for the newsletter as your pastor.  As I approach 
this season in my life, I have spent a lot of time reflecting 
over the past six years.   

The biblical image that comes to mind is the 
handing off of the mantle from Elijah to Elisha in 2 Kings 
2.  This is not a perfect image.  I don’t plan to be riding 
off in a chariot of fire or even off into the sunset.  Also, 
your incoming pastor has not been walking along beside 
me in my ministry here and I haven’t been mentoring her 
as in the case with Elijah and Elisha.  However, there is 
something about handing over the mantle.  Both of the 
prophets’ ministry played out differently. Elijah’s 
ministry brought word of the Lord’s judgment upon 
Israel’s wicked kings while Elisha’s ministry was primarily 
that of a supportive adviser to well-intended kings. 
However, there were some similarities: both were 
healers and performed miracles.  When a newly called 
leader comes into our lives, we need to recognize that no 
two leaders or their ministries are the same.  Yet there is 
one thing in common: each leader is expected to bring all 
that they are and have to the altar of God and offer it for 
the benefit and blessing of those whom they preside. I 
have done that with the empowering of the Holy Spirit 
and with the best of my ability and your new pastor will 
do the same.  When you sustain a new leader, it is your 
privilege to pray and come to know by revelation that 
those who have been called to lead have indeed received 
the authority from God.   

As I make this transition in my life from working 
full time as a pastor to the unknown, another biblical 
image comes to mind.  It is the message given to Joshua 
from God after the death of Moses.  God promises to be 
with Joshua just as he had with Moses.  In Joshua 1:9 
God’s promise is this: “Be strong and courageous.  Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go.”  I have to trust these 
words, just as Joshua did and God remained faithful to 

him and many others who have lived the faith and God’s 
promise has been fulfilled over and over.   

I must confess that I worry about what tomorrow 
will bring and this pandemic has reminded me what little 
control we have with our lives.  Scripture that comes to 
mind is Matthew 6:25-33 as follows:  “25 “Therefore I tell 
you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink,[a] or about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour 
to your span of life?[b] 28 And why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field how they grow; 
they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon 
in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not 
worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles 
who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive 
first for the kingdom of God[c] and his[d] righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.”  

I know throughout life I have spent a lot of time 
worrying about things instead of placing my trust in God.  
Life is a continuous learning to trust God and now more 
than ever, but I remain mindful of God’s promises.   

As I seek to find what God has for me to do in my 
days to come, I rest assured that God is not finished with 
me yet. We all are called to live out the Great 
Commission in our lives in Matthew 28:19-20: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”  The way I do that may 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23308a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23310b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23316c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23316d


look different, but I will continue to fulfill the commission 
in the ways God provides in the coming days.   

Last of all, I want to remind you to continue to be 
the Body of Christ, serving the Alvord area.  I hope, if 
anything you have learned through the pandemic is that 
the church is not a building, the church is the people.  
Even though we are not physically together, we are 
unified through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
empowered through the Holy Spirit to be the hands and 
feet of Christ.  It shows how you have continued to be 
the church, in spite of the present situation: Meals on 
Wheels still continues each week, a Vacation Bible School 
Grab and Go is being planned, Alvord Cares will provide 
food for kids this summer, and your gifts and offerings 
reflect your commitment to the ministry of the church.  
Thank you for who you are as you continue to live out the 
vision and mission of the church.   

How blessed I have been to grow in relationship 
with each of you, serve as your pastor for the past six 
years, and thank you for how you have pastored me 
during my illness.  Love you all.   

Pastor Veronica  
 

 

 

 

It is time to start preparing for Alvord Cares 

2020. Alvord Cares is a summer food program 

for school aged children for families who are 

having financial difficulties making it hard to 

provide food for family. This program provides 

students with breakfast and lunch they would 

receive at school. Food will be dispersed each 

Monday during the summer from June 1st 

through August 17th.  Alvord Cares is supported 

by donations from members of the church, 

community, Legend Bank, United Way, WARM, 

and Wise County Extension Office. Donations 

can be made through the church or at Legend 

Bank of Alvord.  

If you have any questions, contact Pam Harris 

at 940-393-3782.  

Mission Statement 

The mission of the First United 

Methodist Church of Alvord is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world.  

 

Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one is asked 
the question: Will you be loyal to the United Methodist 
Church, and uphold it by your Prayers, your Presence, your 
Gifts, your Service, and your Witness? Each member pledges 
to do that by responding: I Will. 

OUR MAY GIFTS 

General Offering- $10,210 
Benevolence - $0 

OUR MAY PRESENCE 

Avg. Worship Attendance               
Avg. Sunday School Attendance      

______________________________________________ 

Wise County Methodist Men 2020 Calendar 

They will break for the summer.  

Upcoming Schedule  

Sept 1st- Chico 6:30pm 
Oct. 6th- Decatur 6:30pm 
Nov. 3rd- Oak Grove 6:30pm 
 

 
 

WORSHIP THROUGH THE MONTH 

OF JUNE 

SUNDAYS @11AM 



 

It will come as no surprise that COVID-19 has altered 
our plans for Vacation Bible School this summer. 
While it will be unlike any year before, we still plan 
to share God’s word and some fun with our 
community’s children. Instead of a single week, we 
will host a “Grab & Go VBS” for three Wednesdays 
in June (June 10, 17, & 24) at 6:30pm. 

Each night we will offer a hot to-go meal along with 
a grab bag that includes a Bible story, a take-home 
craft, a goody, and more. We plan to use the 
Workshop of Wonders theme – think hard hats and 
tool belts. 

Because of social distancing, we won’t want a large 
crowd of helpers, but we will need a few folks to 
help handout the meals and bags. The plan is to 
have a couple of tables set-up for a drive-by line 
near the sidewalk moving west to east. The meals 
will be in Styrofoam containers ready for pick-up 
along with the grab bags. 

Additionally, we plan to post a pre-registration form 
on Facebook so that we know how many kids to 
expect. Please help spread the word! 

   Melissa Nivens 

Vision Statement 

First United Methodist Church of Alvord 

nourishes the hearts, minds, souls, and 

bodies of our community.  Our ministries 

nurture children, cultivate believers, and 

empower leaders so that we may sustain 

faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 
The Burning Question: When Do We 

Reopen? 

The above comments are what many of my 

colleagues and I are hearing and its very challenging 

for us.  The Bishop is allowing to reopen churches in 

our area if we have developed a plan of action and 

have submitted it to the District Superintendent.  It 

was a lot easier to close the use of the building than 

it is for us to gather again in worship within the walls.  

Gathering in church buildings have been 

categorized as one of the high-risk areas to be.  

Besides the plan of action, the trustees also must 

make sure the checklist is implemented provided by 

the Texas Department of State Health Service that 

follows the CDC guidelines to reopen.   We are 

currently ordering supplies needed to get things in 

place and soon taking action to do some of the tasks 

needed.   

After with being in conversation the incoming pastor, 

Rev. Carol Sparks, I have decided that we will 

continue worship as we have been since March 22nd, 

which is Facebook Live on Sunday mornings at 

11am.  Here are my reasons why:  1.  My own health 

concerns and the danger of me being exposed.  2.  

We do not have the proper supplies on hand.  They 

have been ordered, but some may not arrive until 

July.  3.  The concern with singing in worship and the 

dangers being proven by various examples and how 

that will impact our worship experience.  Your 

incoming pastor will be deciding when worship will 

begin in house in consultation with church 

leadership.   

CONTINUES ON LAST PAGE…  



 

 
It has certainly been a challenge, and a blessing 
as well, to continue with our Alvord Meals on 
Wheels Mission. 
We are currently needing assistance with our 
June through August signup sheet - specific 
dates needed to cook & deliver. 

 

 

Dates volunteers are needed: 
Cook: August 20, 27  
Deliver: Month of July and August  
It is very helpful if there are two people who 
cook & two who deliver. 
 
Our challenge has been to cook while keeping 
in mind social distancing and to locate facial 
masks and appropriate gloves to use while 
delivering. Thanks to Stacey, Bonnie, Kim, and 
Jo for providing these necessary items. 
 
Thanks to our cooks & persons delivering in 
May: 
Cooks:  
  May 7- Kim & Jo  
  May 14-- Joy & Kim, Kay & Stacey 
  May 21 - Kim & Jo w/Kay helping heat and 
plate, Angel Food Cake thanks to Laura Shaffer  
  May 28 - Kim & Jo 
Delivering:  
  May 7 - Kacie & Margaret 
  May 14-Danielle Stovall, Kay & Stacy  
  May 21- Kacie & Margaret 
  May 28-Kacie & Margaret 
          
Many of you know, Erica Pelton, who is 
currently our church’s meals on wheels 
coordinator, will take the next few months off to 
welcome her new baby girl. We will do our best 
to fill her shoes. 
 
Thank you all for your thoughtfulness and 
service to our meals on wheels recipients.  We 
currently have 20 elderly living in the Alvord 
community who receive Meals on Wheels. The 
local Baptist churches cook on Monday thru 



Wednesday, and Friday. Our church cooks on 
Thursdays.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



Continued from page 3…. 

Here is what I want each of you to be aware of 

and what will be expected of you when we do 

come to worship together, if you so choose.   

HERE IS WHAT EVERY WORSHIPPER 

NEEDS TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND 

BEFORE RETURNING TO IN HOUSE 

WORSHIP 

• We encourage our at-risk congregation 

(those 65 years or older, especially 

those with chronic lung disease, 

moderate to severe asthma, chronic 

heart disease, severe obesity, diabetes, 

chronic kidney disease undergoing 

dialysis, liver disease, or weakened 

immune system) or anyone not feeling 

well for the day to stay at home. 

(Ultimately, it’s your decision, to attend 

or not, but this has to be expressed to 

you by CDC guidelines.)   

• We strongly encourage every 

worshipper to wear a mask and will 

have masks available to put to practice 

the general rule of the church “to do no 

harm” to others. A mask benefits your 

neighbor and consider keeping your 

neighbor safe and they will do the same 

for you.   

• We strongly discourage shaking hands 

or hugging each other, or any physical 

contact between persons. We are to 

observe six-foot social distancing within 

the building. (CDC guideline) I know this 

will be very hard for some of you. I miss 

the physical contact as well, but please 

consider the welfare of others. Moments 

of gathering with others will have to be 

before you enter the building or after 

you exit if you wish to do so. 

• If you come to worship, you will have 

your temperature taken touchless at the 

door. If you have a temperature of 100 

degrees or more or appear to not be 

well, you will be asked to return home 

for the safety of others. (CDC guideline) 

• You will be ushered to a seat to 

maintain the six-foot social distancing.  

Our capacity level is 20 family units in 

the sanctuary marked with painter’s 

tape.  Sanctuary will be filled from front 

to back.  You will enter sanctuary front 

door at beginning of service and exit 

casket door at the end.  Sanitizing 

station will be available at entrance.   

• If sanctuary reaches capacity or if you 

feel it would be safer for you, Memorial 

Hall will be used as an overflow area 

using tv monitor and persons gathered 

there will exit out Memorial Hall.   

• Singing is being highly discouraged for 

churches to participate in due to the 

deep respiration and droplets projected 

out while doing so.  I know this is an 

important part of the service, but it may 

be something we can’t participate in at 

this time.   

• If you choose to stay safe at home, the 

service will be still be available on 

Facebook Live. We want all persons to 

feel they can stay connected to the 

church through worship- in person or via 

internet.  

If you want to gather as the church in the 

building in the future, I hope you will be willing 

to abide by these guidelines. A spirit of 

cooperation is greatly needed.  Your pastor and 

the trustees have a lot placed on their shoulders 

to keep all persons safe.  If you have questions 

about the actions taken, please contact me or 

Roy Williams, trustees chair.   

May God grant us wisdom and understanding 

for the coming days.  

Pastor Veronica 

 

 


