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Ash Wednesday is the church’s way of signaling 

the beginning of the Lenten Season.  Lent is a 

period of 40 days, not counting Sundays, which 

serves as a preparation for celebrating Easter.  

Apart from a decision to observe Lent in some 

special way, an Ash Wednesday service is 

meaningless. 

 

Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and 

preparation for baptism by converts and then 

became a time for penance by all Christians.  That 

is why we typically think of “giving up something” 

for Lent.  We do not give things up because they 

are evil.  God declared creation to be “very good” 

(Genesis 1:31).  Rather, it is because creation is so 

good, that we often allow THINGS to become more 

important GOD.  Lent provides us with an 

opportunity to honestly evaluate our life’s priorities.  

Further, as we sacrifice in a small, but meaningful 

way, we remember Christ’s great suffering on 

behalf of all humanity. 

 

This spirit of penance must always be balanced by 

the joyful reality of the Resurrection, which the 

church celebrates most clearly on Easter Sunday.  

Every Sunday is to be understood as a little Easter 

in the life of the church. That is why Sundays are 

not counted in the 40 days of Lent. 

 

On Ash Wednesday, our two primary purposes are 

to confront our own mortality, and to confess our 

sin before God as a unified body.  Ashes have long 

been a symbol in both Jewish and Christian 

worship of mortality and repentance.  The ashes 

come from the palm branches of the previous 

year’s Palm Sunday Service.  In this service, we 

will confess our sin, receive the sign of that 

confession as ashes are administered to our 

forehead.  This is a very powerful way of entering 

the Lenten Season. 

Wednesday, February 26th 6:30PM 

 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of 

Lent. Ash Wednesday has two emphases: confronting 

our own mortality and confessing our sin before God 

in light of God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ. We 

are to put aside our sins and failures of the past in the 

light of who we are yet to become by the grace of 

God. Ultimately, we are to prepare for Easter by 

dying and rising with Christ for it is through Christ 

that God’s saving grace is demonstrated. During the 

Ash Wednesday evening service, the imposition of 

ashes on the forehead in the sign of the cross is 

offered to show an outward sign of our sorrow and 

repentance of sins. We will have a dramatic reading 

done by six individuals entitled “Dust” based upon 

Joel 2:15-16 during the service that reminds us of our 

own mortality.  Please come begin your journey of 

Lent by attending this service on Wednesday, 

February 26that 6:30PM. 



The Fasting Feast of Lent 

Fast from judging others,  

and feast on the Christ within them. 

Fast from emphasis on differences,  

and feast on the unity of life. 

Fast from apparent darkness,  

and feast on the reality of light. 

Fast from thoughts of illness,  

and feast on the healing power of God. 

Fast from words that pollute,  

and feast on phrases that purify. 

Fast from discontent,  

and feast on gratitude. 

Fast from anger,  

and feast on optimism. 

Fast from worry,  

and feast on divine order by trusting in God. 

Fast from complaining,  

and feast on affirmatives. 

Fast from unrelenting pressures,  

and feast on unceasing prayer. 

Fast from hostility,  

and feast on non-resistance. 

Fast from self-concern,  

and feast on compassion for others. 

Fast from personal anxiety,  

and feast on eternal truth. 

Fast from discouragement,  

and feast on hope. 

Fast from facts that depress,  

and feast on verities that uplift. 

Fast from lethargy, and feast on enthusiasm. 

Fast from suspicion, and feast on truth. 

Fast from thoughts that weaken,  

and feast on promises that inspire. 

Fast from shadows of sorrow,  

and feast on the sunlight of serenity. 

Fast from idle gossip,  

and feast on purposeful silence. 

Fast from problems that overwhelm,  

and feast on prayer that undergirds. 

   Source unknown. 

 

Wear your “I LOVE MY CHURCH” 

T-shirt or wear RED on Sunday, 

February 9th to worship to 

recognize God’s love for us! 

Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one 

is asked the question Will you be loyal to the 

United Methodist Church, and uphold it by your 

Prayers, your Presence, your Gifts, your Service, 

and your Witness? Each member pledges to do 

that by responding, I Will. 

OUR JANUARY GIFTS  

General Offering- $9,894  

Benevolence $92 

 

OUR JANUARY PRESENCE  

    Avg Worship Attendance   46         

Avg Sunday School Attendance  17 



 

PRESENTS 

 

“Daniel, The Prophet” 

Wednesday, March 11
th 
5:30PM 

The Kids for Christ will present four 

different stories from the Book of 

Daniel along with some songs that 

they will sing.  Supper following 

program. Everyone invited to come. 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of the Church is to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday, February 

23th at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast and 

devotion! 

 

Wise County Methodist Men 2020 Calendar 

This group meets the 1st Tuesday of each month.  All 

meeting times are 6:30 PM. They will break for 

December and January and the summer. 

Feb. 4th- Paradise 6:30pm 

Mar. 3rd- Alvord 6:30pm 

April 7th- Boyd 6:30pm 

 

Remembering Our Baptism

 
An outward and visible sign of an inward 

and spiritual grace! 

 

 



 
WHAT WILL YOU DELIVER? 

Kindness, Compassion, Friendship, Prayers, 

Nutritious Meals, Reassurance 

 

All this & more is shared each month by our 

volunteers who deliver and our volunteers who 

prepare nutritious meals. 

 

We currently are serving 22 meals to elderly who 

are on the Alvord meals on wheels list. Our church 

is responsible for meals and delivering each 

Thursday throughout the year. 

 

ANNOUNCING 

February cooks are: 

6 - Kay & Stacey Crafton with Danielle Stovall & 

Kay & Stacey delivering 

13-Susan Henderson & Gay Dickens with Deborah 

Hill & Margaret Hunt delivering 

20-Barb Maag with Danielle & Margaret delivering. 

27-Sherrie Enis with Deborah & Margaret 

delivering. 

 

THANKS to our January volunteers 

Cooking: Kim French, Jo Watson & Barb Maag 

Delivering: Danielle Stovall, Kay Crafton & Carrie 

Outlaw,  Charlie French, Rachel Case & Margaret 

Hunt 

 

Erica Pelton is our church’s MOW coordinator. We 

thank Erica for her service. 

  



Set this date!  April 6. 2020 

Walk Across Texas Kick Off! 
 
For the past 5 years, our church has had 
several teams participate.  A team consists of 8 
people - young, old or in-between.  
 
You don’t have to walk together but it’s a great 
way to get acquainted with others.  
 
This activity encourages adapting a healthier 
lifestyle by walking or a similar activity: 
swimming, skating, spinning, etc. 
 
I’ve been told Texas A&M AgriLife have the 
glitches fixed - because your mileage is 
entered on Extension’s Walk Across Texas 
website.   

 
Thanks to those that furnish snacks each week 

at Kids for Christ! 

 

Vision Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Alvord 

nourishes the hearts, minds, souls, and bodies 

of our community.  Our ministries nurture 

children, cultivate believers, and empower 

leaders so that we may sustain faithful disciples 

for generations to come. 



Christian Sojourners Adult Sunday School 

invites you to the following: 

 

Are you ready for a unique study series?  Then, 

please join us for the next four weeks beginning 

Feb 2., 10:00 am., Memorial Hall. 

 

Scott Tatum will teach a Series Of Lessons titled: 

Who Said This Is Supposed to be Easy?. 

The first lesson will address how to express 

ANGER without sin, followed by how not to QUIT. 

The third lesson will cover FEAR and we will finish 

with how to find OBEDIENCE in the Bible. 

 

We will save a seat for you. 

 

Come a little early to enjoy fellowship....Coffee and 

donuts   will be served. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/4     Tues.    Wise County Methodist Men   6:30 pm 

02/9  Sun.  Wear RED for worship           11:00 am 

02/9  Sun.  KFC sing in worship           11:00 am 

02/9 Sun.  Council Meeting            5:00 pm 

02/23   Sun.     Men’s Breakfast                         8:00 am 

02/26   Wed.     Ash Wednesday Service         6:30pm 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   

    10 am Sunday School 

    11 am Worship 

 

 

During the season of Lent we have some 

opportunties for persons who would like to do 

some drama.  Like the Voices of Advent we had 

in December, we will have the Voices of Lent 

beginning in March.  We will hear from Peter, 

the Samaritan woman at the well, the woman 

who washed Jesus’ feet. Nicodemus, the rich 

young ruler, and a servant girl.  Each of these 

characters will return on Easter morning.  There 

are also drama parts for the dramatic reading. 

“Dust,” for Ash Wednesday service.  I need 

three men and three woman for this service.  

Also for the Holy Thursday service, we will be 

doing a play called “Remembering.”  If you 

would like to play a part, please let Pastor 

Veronica know.   

 

Our first meeting of the year is on Sunday, Feb. 

9th at 5PM.  I’m excited about our new 

leadership in place as well as those that have 

been committed for years to gather around the 

table. Our top item on our agenda is setting 

goals for the year.   



New Church Secretary/Aministrator Hired! 

 

The SPRC has hired Liz Johnson as our new church 

secretary/administrator beginning in February.  Liz 

is the wife of Gary for 47 years, has two grown sons 

and five grandchildren who are a very important 

part of her life.  She is a resident of Forestburg and 

a member of the Forestburg United Methodist 

Church, where she is very involved with her 

community and church.  She is a retired Business 

Computer Applications teacher from the Prairie 

Valley school district.  I have known Liz all my life 

and I know that she will serve us well in this 

position.    

 

 
 

 

Preaching from Judges, Next … 

Over the past couple of weeks and including this 

upcoming Sunday, I have preached on characters 

from the Bible I have never preached about before.  

I hope you have gained a better understanding 

about the book of Judges, the seven cycles of sin 

we find in the book, and the persons called by God 

to be judges over the people of Israel- especially 

Deborah, Gideon and Samson.  There are many of 

the persons in the bible that I can identify with, and 

these three I definitely do.   

The following three weeks will be about three 

more characters we find in the books of Ezra and 

Nehemiah, who each led groups back to Jerusalem 

with the blessing of the Persian kings.  First there 

was Zerubbabel  who led a group to rebuild the 

temple that had been destroyed by the 

Babylonians, next there was Ezra, a scribe, who led 

a group back to Jerusalem and encouraged the 

Israelites to know and follow the Mosiac law, and 

third group that was led by Nehemiah to rebuild 

the walls of Jerusalem.  Challenge yourself to read 

through the books of Ezra and Nehemiah in the 

next few weeks.   

 Pastor Veronica  

 

 

 


