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A group of church 

leaders gathered around a 

table with their pastor after 

about 20 in attendance had 

worshipped one Sunday. The 

youngest person sitting in the 

room was around mid 50, the 

oldest over 90. The congregation had not been a 

vibrant church in decades and continued to decline 

especially over the last decade due to many of their 

members laid to rest or unable to physically attend. 

The pastor was fairly new to the congregation and 

wanted to hear the hopes and dreams as a church. 

When the pastor popped the question to them, 

there was dead silence. Finally one gentleman 

spoke up saying, “Don’t everyone talk at once.” 

One lady in her mid eighties spoke up saying she 

just wanted to keep the doors open. Another got 

up from the table and saying under her breath 

she’s got too many health problems to do anything. 

Another thought contemporary music would help, 

another suggested starting another Sunday School 

class, and another said small groups- all the things 

churches have been told to do and even this 

congregation has tried in the past to no success. 

This congregation has gone through many 

pastors doing this same thing over and over asking 

what their hopes and dreams are and nothing has 

changed except what the passing of time does. 

Churches go through life cycles. Some never 

regenerate and come to nonexistence. Others 

seem to maintain, but fewer and fewer of the next 

generation seemed to have interest or 

commitment. Where are we? 

I wouldn’t put us in the shoes of the 

congregation I just spoke of, but we could be there 

within a decade. We are at a crucial place in 

engaging the next generation to be involved in the 

life of the church- attending worship on a regular 

basis, participating in a study group, serving in a 

ministry, serving on a committee. 

Most importantly for us, as a congregation, 

is not be the repeat of the congregation in the 

above description What is important is that we are 

disciples making disciples. Discipleship is a lifetime 

process in which all of us are to be engaged in 

doing. In what areas of discipleship do you need 

need to grow- bible study, prayer, stewardship, 

service, worship, small group, witnessing? In the 

next year I hope to guide each of us through a 

process of growing spiritually and engaging others 

to grow alongside for mentoring and accountability 

purposes. 

Pastor Veronica 

 

Vision Statement 

First United Methodist Church of Alvord 

nourishes the hearts, minds, souls, and 

bodies of our community.  Our ministries 

nurture children, cultivate believers, and 

empower leaders so that we may sustain 

faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 



 

Sermon Series for August 
Everybody knows their house needs regular 

maintenance to keep things in good repair. But we 

sometimes fail to recognize how much our homes 

need spiritual maintenance. Home Improvement is 

a four-part series designed to help families build 

strong Christian homes. 

During this series we will also be doing some skits to 

emphasis the message for the week and volunteers 

are needed as actors.   

August 4th - Love and Marriage  

Ephesians 5:20-25, Song of Solomon 2:1-16 

 

August 11th - Back to School Blessing Sunday –  

It Takes a Family 

Acts 16:32-34, Joshua 24:14-28 

 

August 18th - The Practice of Parenting  

Ephesians 6:1-4, Proverbs 3:1-12 

 

August 25th - A Legacy That Lasts 

2 Timothy 1:1-5, Jeremiah 35:1-19 

 

 

 

Celebrating New Members 

 

Susan Powell and Ricky Henderson joined 

with our congregation on July 21st.   

____________________________________ 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the First United Methodist 

Church of Alvord is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. 



 

 

 

 

The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday, August 

25th at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast and 

devotion! 

Wise County Methodist Men 

Wise County Methodist Men meet the 1st Tuesday 

of each month.  All meeting times are 6:30 PM. 

They will break for the summer. The next meeting 

is Sept 4th at Paradise. 

 

 
Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one 
is asked the question: Will you be loyal to the 
United Methodist Church, and uphold it by your 
Prayers, your Presence, your Gifts, your Service, 
and your Witness? Each member pledges to do 
that by responding: I Will. 

OUR JULY GIFTS  
General Offering- $ 8,330  

Benevolence - $134 
Honorary Gift- Benevolence- $250 

 
OUR JULY PRESENCE 

Avg. Worship Attendance     45           
Avg. Sunday School Attendance     13 

 
Thanks Charlie French for preaching twice 

in July for me.  



Back to School is soon approaching for all our 

children and teachers. On Sunday, August 

11th, during worship a blessing will be 

offered over our children as well as our 

teachers. I have a feeling an unexpected 

guest may arrive so be on the lookout.  Let 

us all come to offer our prayers for them as 

they begin a new year. 

 

 

Wednesday, August 14th 6PM 

In conjunction with the PTO’s Back to 

School Event, you are invited to participate 

in the Back to School Prayer Rally to pray 

for the upcoming school year, students, 

teachers, staff, PTO, and board.  Meet at the 

elementary campus at 6PM and then we will 

travel to the Middle School and High School 

campus as well to pray there.   

 

 

 

Sojourners Sunday School Study Continues 

During the month of August, Pastor Veronica will be 

doing a study entitled “Fresh Expressions” using the 

book as pictured above by Kenneth Carter Jr. and 

Audrey Warren.  At the North Texas Annual 

Conference, a workshop was offered to all clergy 

and lay members of the conference to strive to 

develop ways to reach the people who are not in 

churches in our community and find ways to focus 

on new faces to minister to and new places to do 

ministry.   

An invitation to all members of our congregation to 

attend this study to engage our congregation to 

evaluate our current mission and ministries.   

 

Aug. 4th- Where are the People? 

Romans 12:1-21, Matthew 9:35-38 

 

Aug, 11th- When Do Fresh Expressions Happen? 

Acts 11:19-26, Matthew 13:1-9 

 

Aug. 18th- How Do Fresh Expressions Work?  

Acts 16:1-5, Acts 6:1-7 

 

Aug. 25th- Who Starts Fresh Expressions? 

1 Corinthians 12:12-30, Acts 10 

 



 
 

 

It takes a TEAM to do MOW! 

Confirmation Classes  

being offered soon! 
I will be teaching Confirmation for any students 

grades 5 and up beginning in the September. 

Confirmation is a time of teaching and training 

youth about Christian discipleship and 

ultimately each student making the decision to 

make Jesus Christ the Lord and Savior of their 

life and joining as a member of the 

congregation, continuing in faithful service to 

God and the church for their lifetime.  I will be 

using the Confirm curriculum for United 

Methodists including Biblical teaching and 

Christian theology. If you have a youth who is 

interested in participating, please contact me 

ASAP. 

PS: If you are an adult and would like teaching 

on Christian theology from a Methodist 

perspective or would like to join our 

congregation, let me know. 

Pastor Veronica 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

08/4 Sun.  Home Improvement Series begins 

08/7 Wed. Council Meeting 6:30PM 

08/11 Sun.  Back to School Blessing Sunday 

8/14  Wed. Back to School Prayer Rally  6PM 

 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   

    10 am Sunday School 

    11 am Worship 

 

 



Music and 

Drama Ministry 

for Elementary 

Children  

Beginning again in the Fall!  This ministry will 

be offered again on Wednesdays after school 

to elementary children starting after Labor Day.  

The schedule will be to transport children from 

school, provide a nutritional snack, teach the 

kids some songs and work on a play and finish 

up our time together at 5:15PM. We will begin 

scheduling volunteers in August.  If you can 

help in any way, please let Pastor Veronica or 

Suzette Munson know.  Signup sheet coming 

soon!   

  

 

 


