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 Generations to Come! 

Our vision 

statement says our goal 

is to sustain faithful 

disciples for generations 

to come.  To continue to 

make disciples we can 

look to some of the biblical stories to help us 

prepare for the next generation.  Moses 

spent years training and mentoring Joshua 

as Joshua worked as his helper.  Upon on the 

event of Moses’ passing, Moses placed his 

hands upon Joshua and Joshua was 

acknowledged as the one to lead the 

Israelites into the promised land.  (Deut. 34) 

Generations later, in 1 Kings 19, we find the 

story of Elijah where Elijah throws over his 

mantle upon Elisha, giving Elisha the 

authority to be a prophet and spends years 

training under Elijah.  As Elijah is taken up 

into heaven (2 Kings 2), drops his mantle to 

Elisha, passing on his authority as a prophet 

of God to him.   

 For all of us who have leadership jobs 

within the church, we are not only given 

authority to do our job and tasked with 

doing the duties, but we are called to train 

someone else to do the work we do to be 

able to take our place in the future so the 

mission of the church continues to be 

fulfilled from generation to generation. 

 I also invite the next generation to be 

willing to “pick up the mantle” from a 

leader/mentor in the church.  Be willing to 

learn and grow in your faith and take on the 

responsibilities and duties.  If you are not 

currently in a leadership position, be willing 

to accept the challenge.  Starting in the fall, 

we will be looking for new persons to fulfill 

positions.  What if someone “throws the 

mantle” over you?  

Pastor Veronica 

 

Vision Statement 

First United Methodist Church of Alvord 

nourishes the hearts, minds, souls, and 

bodies of our community.  Our ministries 

nurture children, cultivate believers, and 

empower leaders so that we may sustain 

faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the First United Methodist 

Church of Alvord is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. 



 
 

 
Sermon Series for August 

Everybody knows their house needs regular 

maintenance to keep things in good repair. But we 

sometimes fail to recognize how much our homes 

need spiritual maintenance. Home Improvement is 

a four-part series designed to help families build 

strong Christian homes. 

During this series we will also be doing some skits to 

emphasis the message for  

the week and volunteers are needed as actors.   

August 4th - Love and Marriage  
Ephesians 5:20-25, Song of Solomon 2:1-16 
August 11th - Back to School Backpack Blessing 
Sunday - It Takes a Family 
Acts 16:32-34, Joshua 24:14-28 
August 18th - The Practice of Parenting  
Ephesians 6:1-4, Proverbs 3:1-12 
August 25th - A Legacy That Lasts 
2 Timothy 1:1-5, Jeremiah 35:1-19 
 

 

 

The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday, July28th   

at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast and 

devotion! 

 

Wise County Methodist Men  

Wise County Methodist Men meet the 1st Tuesday 

of each month.  All meeting times are 6:30 PM. 

They will break for the summer. The next meeting 

is Sept 4th at Paradise.  

 
Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one 
is asked the question: Will you be loyal to the 
United Methodist Church, and uphold it by your 
Prayers, your Presence, your Gifts, your Service, 
and your Witness? Each member pledges to do 
that by responding: I Will. 

OUR JUNE GIFTS  

General Offering- $ 12,048  
Benevolence - $85 

Wise Kids Care (Vespers)- $385.50 
 

OUR JUNE PRESENCE 

Avg. Worship Attendance     44         

Avg. Sunday School Attendance     13 

Vespers Services 

We will continue to join with our fellow 

Methodists from all the churches in Wise 

county for a time of worship in song and 

proclamation of the Word followed by a 

time of food and fellowship.   

Scheduled Dates- Place- Preacher 
July 7      Paradise UMC    Mike Miller 

July 14    Bridgeport UMC   Veronica Greanead 

July 21     Boyd UMC             Ricky Harrison 

July 28     Chico UMC         Chad Mogus 

Services start at 6PM. 

 

Thanks everyone who helped with the hosting of 

Vespers last Sunday of June.   



 
 

 

Thanks Julia for preparing enchiladas! 

 

Some great music happening around the piano! 

 

Sojourners Sunday School Upcoming Study 

During part of the month of July and the month of 

August, Pastor Veronica will be doing a study 

entitled “Fresh Expressions” using the book as 

pictured above by Kenneth Carter Jr. and Audrey 

Warren.  At the North Texas Annual Conference, a 

workshop was offered to all clergy and lay members 

of the conference to strive to develop ways to reach 

the people who are not in churches in our 

community and find ways to focus on new faces to 

minister to and new places to do ministry.   

An invitation to all members of our congregation to 

attend this study to engage our congregation to 

evaluate our current mission and ministries.   

(If you wish to obtain your own copy of the book, it 

can be purchased from Cokesbury, Amazon and 

other places on the internet for approximately $13.) 

July 14th- What is a Fresh Expression? 

Rev. 2-3, Matthew 25:14-30 

July 21st- Why a Fresh Expression? 

Luke 15:11-32, Acts 17:16-34 

Aug. 4th- Where are the People? 

Romans 12:1-21, Matthew 9:35-38 

Aug, 11th- When Do Fresh Expressions Happen? 

Acts 11:19-26, Matthew 13:1-9 

Aug. 18th- How Do Fresh Expressions Work?  

Acts 16:1-5, Acts 6:1-7 

Aug. 25th- Who Starts Fresh Expressions? 

1 Corinthians 12:12-30, Acts 10 



 
 

 

Confirmation Classes  

being offered soon! 
I will be teaching Confirmation for any students 

grades 5 and up beginning in the September. 

Confirmation is a time of teaching and training 

youth about Christian discipleship and 

ultimately each student making the decision to 

make Jesus Christ the Lord and Savior of their 

life and joining as a member of the 

congregation, continuing in faithful service to 

God and the church for their lifetime.  I will be 

using the Confirm curriculum for United 

Methodists including Biblical teaching and 

Christian theology. If you have a youth who is 

interested in participating, please contact me 

ASAP. 

PS: If you are an adult and would like teaching 

on Christian theology from a Methodist 

perspective or would like to join our 

congregation, let me know. 

Pastor Veronica   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Thanks to some new faces, especially some of our 

youth that helped with Meals on Wheels in June.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
"To Mars and Beyond" Vacation Bible School was a 

huge success this year!  FUMC-Alvord hosted 48 

children from pre-school to junior high as they 

learned about going beyond with faith, boldness, 

kindness, and hope.  We began each night with a 

tasty supper prepared by Donna Nivens, Mike 

Nivens, and Jo Watson. Then we dismissed to the 

sanctuary where the Mission Commander (Audra 

Nivens) and EP3-20 (Rachel Anderson) helped the 

children prepare for the lesson with an assembly 

skit.  Then Pastor Veronica along with a cast of 

drama characters (including Charlie French, Suzette 

Munson, Doug Munson, and several children) 

shared exciting stories from Bible. Then the kids 

traveled to stations all around Memorial Hall.  

Voyagers learned tons of praise songs from 

Cathleen Rangle and Kim French. Cat Kelly and Judy 

Smith helped the Voyagers make fun crafts. Bonne 

Forman manned the Mission Station where each 

group made items to share kindness around the 

community. Rachel Case and Melissa Nivens 

challenged the kids with exciting experiments and 

the Science Station. Finally, a special thanks goes to 

Jody Slaten, Katie Slaten, Charlie French, Audra 

Nivens, Rachel Anderson, Jacy Malone, and Sydney 

Wade who served as Team Leaders.  Most 

important, the kids learned that God is "able to do 

far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his 

power at work within us.”  Overall, the week was 

such a blessing for all of those involved! We could 

never hold such an event without your generous 

donations of money, supplies, and time. I am 

already looking forward to next year! 

Melissa Nivens 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08/11 Sun.  Back to School Backpack Blessing 

Sunday 

 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   

    10 am Sunday School 

    11 am Worship 

 

 


