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Earlier this year I invited the leaders of our 

congregation to read a book entitled “Gung 

Ho!” by Ken Blanchard and Sheldon Bowles. 

(There are copies still available at the 

church if you are interested in reading the 

book.) It’s not a book about church and 

ministry, but a book about empowering 

people. Gung Ho is Chinese meaning 

“working together.” You may think of the 

term to mean boundless enthusiasm, 

energy, and dedication to a task. We, as a 

church, are called to work together towards 

a mission.  

One of the principles laid out in the book is 

the Spirit of the Squirrel. As you know how 

diligently squirrels work to prepare for the 

winter, the principle teaches us that our 

work is worthwhile that we do in the 

church. We are called to fulfill the mission 

of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. Bringing 

people to a relationship with God is 

worthwhile work. The second principle 

mentioned is the Way of the Beaver. If you 

watch beavers working, you can’t tell who is 

in charge. They each operate as 

independent contractors; they do what they 

do because they decide to, not ordered to. 

We, as disciples of Jesus Christ, respond to 

God’s grace and love, and are moved to 

follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Each one of 

us are gifted with talents, passions, and the 

working of the Holy Spirit in our lives. What 

each person does is of value for the church 

to fulfill its mission. The third principle is 

the Gift of the Geese. When geese fly, they 

continually honk. They cheer each other on 

every step of the way. We, as Christians, are 

called to keep each other encouraged about 

the work we do in fulfilling the mission of 

the church.  

My prayer is that each of you will live out 

these principles in the life of the church: 

Understand your work is worthwhile; you 

have something to contribute to our 

common mission of making disciples; and 

encourage others. Let us all work together 

to fulfill the mission of making disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of this 

world. 

Pastor Veronica   



 

VBS 

 June 10th-13th  

6:00-8:30pm 

 
Join us on a journey to Mars and Beyond as we explore 
where God’s power can take us! Our mission takes 
place June 10-13 from 6:00 to 8:30pm. Please consider 
volunteering as a kitchen worker, a station leader, a 
group leader, or a drama character. If you are unable to 
give your time, please consider donating food, craft 
supplies, or cash. Otherwise, you might loan decorating 
items so that we can create an awesome Mars Outpost 
Station. Please see the list of items below. We are 
excited to help young Voyagers explore God’s power! 
“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we 
could ask or imagine by his power at work within us.” 
Ephesians 3:20. 
Blessings, 
Melissa Nivens 
(940)389-2074 
cmnivens@gmail.com 
 
Things you could loan: 
2 Office chairs 
Christmas lights 
Rope lights 
Lava lamp 
Projection light (like the motion kind people project on 
the house at Christmas) 
Five wide-mouth plastic jars with lids 
Extension cords 
Power strips 
 

Things you could donate: 
Money 
Paper plates 
Plastic forks 
Small paper cups 
Napkins 
Paper towels 
Small bottled water 
Food coloring 
Cotton balls 
Markers 
Glue 
Foil 
Food items (menu TBA) 
 
Time you can give: 
Prepare meals 
Serve meals 
Volunteer as a Team Leader  
Volunteer as “Mission Commander” (the lead role in the 
Assembly time) 
Volunteer as “EP3-20” (the robot puppet) 
Volunteer as a Station Leader (Crafts, Recreation, 
Music, Mission) 
Volunteer as a Bible story character 
Decorate (Sunday 6/9) 
Clean Up (Thursday, 6/13) 

 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the First United 

Methodist Church of Alvord is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world.  

The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday, June 30th    

at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast and 

devotion! 

 

Wise County Methodist Men 2019 Calendar 

Wise County Methodist Men meet the 1st Tuesday 

of each month.  All meeting times are 6:30 PM. 

They will break for the summer. The next meeting 

is Sept 4th at Paradise. 



The theme for the 2019 North Texas Annual 

Conference is “Create!” 

 

In the beginning, when there was nothing but 

chaos, the voice of our Creator God cut through the 

darkness and brought forth light. When Abram had 

settled for a life in Haran, our Covenant God called 

him out of complacency and created a new and 

hope-filled trajectory for him and his people. When 

the old covenant was found broken and powerless 

to transform the human heart, our Redeeming God 

created a new covenant, full of grace and truth. 

When the first disciples were holed up in the upper 

room, hesitant about what to do next and waiting 

for direction, our Powerful God sent the Holy Spirit 

and created a new community – the Church. 

 

Gifted and empowered by that same creative Spirit, 

we now have the privilege of being co-creators with 

God, of courageously and creatively meeting 

people where they are with redeeming and 

transforming grace, of creating New Spaces where 

New Faces might gather and be formed in the Way 

of Jesus. 

 

Keynoters Rev. Junius Dotson, General Secretary 

of Discipleship Ministries, and Rev. Dr. Audrey 

Warren, Senior Pastor of First UMC Miami, Florida, 

will share how United Methodists across the 

connection have embraced the challenge to create 

and are making disciples in inspiring and 

sometimes surprising ways that might just be 

placing the Church of our day on a new and hope-

filled trajectory. 

 

At Annual Conference 2019, we will worship, learn, 

fellowship, pray, vote, dream and prepare to create! 

(article taken from NTC 2019 website)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is time to start preparing for Alvord Cares 

2019. Alvord Cares is a summer food program 

for school aged children who are on free or 

reduced lunches during the school year. This 

program provides students with breakfast and 

lunch they would receive at school.  

Alvord Cares is supported by donations from 

members of the church, community, Legend 

Bank, United Way, and Wise County Extension 

Office. Donations can be made through the 

church or at Legend Bank of Alvord.  

On Monday, June 3rd, Alvord Care begins for 

the summer.  The last week will be August 12th.  

If you have any questions, contact Pam Harris 

at 940-393-3782.  

 

 
 

Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one is asked 
the question: Will you be loyal to the United Methodist 
Church, and uphold it by your Prayers, your Presence, your 
Gifts, your Service, and your Witness? Each member pledges 
to do that by responding: I Will. 

OUR MAY GIFTS  

General Offering- $ 8,684 
Benevolence - $213 

Memorial-$50 
MOW-$200 

 
OUR MAY PRESENCE 

Avg. Worship Attendance     44            

Avg. Sunday School Attendance     16 

 



 FUMC of Alvord will host the Vespers 

service this summer on June 24th at 6PM.  

We will join with our fellow Methodists 

from all the churches in Wise county for a 

time of worship in song and proclamation of 

the Word followed by a time of food and 

fellowship.  Julia Williams is making 

enchiladas, beans, and rice.  Please bring a 

dessert.   

Scheduled Dates- Place- Preacher 
June 23    Rhome UMC     Rick Davis 

June 30    Alvord UMC      Shelley McNew 

July 7      Paradise UMC    Mike Miller 

July 14    Bridgeport UMC   Veronica Greanead 

July 21     Boyd UMC             Ricky Harrison 

July 28     Chico UMC         Chad Mogus 

Services start at 6PM. 

 

 

 
All persons helping with VBS, 

Sunday School, KFC or other 

ministries concerning children in the 

life of the church must complete the 

Ministry Safe Training and have a 

background check completed every 

two years.  Please contact Melissa 

Nivens if you have not done the initial 

training.  She will be contacting you if 

it is time for you to renew. 

 

For Christians, Pentecost is the day we 

commemorate the coming of the Holy Spirit after 

the ascension of Jesus found in Acts 2.  Pentecost 

means 50 days and falls on the calendar 50 days 

after the resurrection of Jesus.  It is considered the 

birthday of the church.  

The celebration of Pentecost this year is on Sunday, 

June 9th.  Come worship this day and see how the 

Holy Spirit moves us to be a more Spirit filled 

congregation and empowers to do great things.   

Vision Statement 

First United Methodist Church of Alvord 

nourishes the hearts, minds, souls, and 

bodies of our community.  Our ministries 

nurture children, cultivate believers, and 

empower leaders so that we may sustain 

faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

6/2-4 Annual Conference 

6/9 Pentecost 

6/10-13 To Mars and Beyond VBS 

6/16- Father’s Day, Trinity Sunday 

6/30 Sun. Hosting Vespers 6PM 

 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   

    10 am Sunday School 

    11 am Worship 

 

  

Vespers Services 



 

 
Erica Pelton is now our new Meals on 

Wheels coordinator at our church.  

 

 
Love In Action 

 

Our Meals on Wheels mission is to provide 

the basic need of food for the elderly in our 

community. We are currently serving 20 

residents.  

You are helping provide a nutritious meal to 

those who can no longer prepare one, 

providing socialization, and communication 

for one living alone & re-assurance for 

family that someone sees their particular 

loved one at least once during the day.  

Yes, in whatever you do to support this 

mission (prayers, monetarily giving, 

preparing food and/or delivering) is helping 

meet basic needs and you are important. 

We thank you for putting 'Love in Action!' 

Thanks to our volunteers in May:  

Preparation of meals: Erica Pelton, Jo 

Watson & Kim French, Donna Joyce, & Ann 

Cox  



Delivering: Jo Watson, Charlie French, Erica 

Pelton, Margaret Hunt, & Danielle Stovall  

Our volunteers for June:  

Cook: 

6th- Jo Watson  

13th-Jessica Sands 

20th- Bonnie Foreman 

27th- Donna Joyce  

Deliver: 

6th- Erica Pelton & Judy Smith 

13th- Jessica Sands and Kids & Judy Smith 

20th- Bonnie Foreman & Rachel Case  

27th- Erica Pelton & Judy Smith  

 

 

 
Children’s Time 

 
 


