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A Silent Night is Here! 
And there were 

shepherds living out in the 

fields nearby, keeping 

their watch over their 

flocks at night. Luke 2:6 

 

When you hear the 

phrase “Silent Night,” 

what come to your mind? 

I would think you would 

recall Christmas carol, and not only that, but maybe 

it floods your being with emotion.   

 

That’s the beauty of a song for all of us.  Most of us 

love a song because we have some emotional 

attachment to it.  I have many favorite songs or 

hymns, and I can recall either hearing the song for 

the first time, or whatever the occasion that formed 

a memory for me or created in me an emotional 

response.  I’m sure you can speak as well to songs 

making a difference in your life.   

The hymn or carol, Silent Night, Holy Night” was 

written 200 years ago but it still speaks to us today.  

Here's the story how this most famous of Christmas 

carols came to be written coming from an article by 

Howard Culberson: 

 

     In 1818, a roving band of actors was performing 

in towns throughout the Austrian Alps. On 

December 23 they arrived at Oberndorf, a village 

near Salzburg where they were to re-enact the 

story of Christ's birth in the small Church of St. 

Nicholas. 

     Unfortunately, the St. Nicholas' church organ 

wasn't working and would not be repaired before 

Christmas. (Note: some versions of the story point 

to mice as the problem; others say rust was the 

culprit) Because the church organ was out of 

commission, the actors presented their Christmas 

drama in a private home. That Christmas 

presentation of the events in the first chapters of 

Matthew and Luke put assistant pastor Josef Mohr 

in a meditative mood. Instead of walking straight to 

his house that night, Mohr took a longer way home. 

The longer path took him up over a hill overlooking 

the village. 

     From that hilltop, Mohr looked down on the 

peaceful snow-covered village. Reveling in majestic 

silence of the wintry night, Mohr gazed down at the 

glowing Christmas-card like scene. His thoughts 

about the Christmas play he had just seen made 

him remember a poem he had written a couple of 

years before. That poem was about the night when 

angels announced the birth of the long-awaited 

Messiah to shepherds on a hillside. 

     Mohr decided those words might make a good 

carol for his congregation the following evening at 

their Christmas eve service. The one problem was 

that he didn't have any music to which that poem 

could be sung. So, the next day Mohr went to see 

the church organist, Franz Xaver Gruber. Gruber 

only had a few hours to come up with a melody 

which could be sung with a guitar. However, by that 

evening, Gruber had managed to compose a 

musical setting for the poem. It no longer mattered 

to Mohr and Gruber that their church organ was 

inoperable. They now had a Christmas carol that 

could be sung without that organ. 

     On Christmas Eve, the little Oberndorf 

congregation heard Gruber and Mohr sing their 

new composition to the accompaniment of Gruber's 

guitar. 

     Weeks later, well-known organ builder Karl 

Mauracher arrived in Oberndorf to fix the organ in 

St. Nicholas church. When Mauracher finished, he 

stepped back to let Gruber test the instrument. 

When Gruber sat down, his fingers began playing 

the simple melody he had written for Mohr's 

Christmas poem. Deeply impressed, Mauracher 
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took copies of the music and words of "Silent Night" 

back to his own Alpine village, Kapfing. There, two 

well-known families of singers — the Rainers and 

the Strassers — heard it. Captivated by "Silent 

Night," both groups put the new song into their 

Christmas season repertoire. 

The Strasser sisters spread the carol across 

northern Europe. In 1834, they performed "Silent 

Night" for King Frederick William IV of Prussia, and 

he then ordered his cathedral choir to sing it every 

Christmas eve. 

     Twenty years after "Silent Night" was written, 

the Rainers brought the song to the United States, 

singing it (in German) at the Alexander Hamilton 

Monument located outside New York City's Trinity 

Church. 

     In 1863, nearly fifty years after being first sung 

in German, "Silent Night" was translated into 

English (by either Jane Campbell or John Young). 

Eight years later, that English version made its way 

into print in Charles Hutchins' Sunday School 

Hymnal. Today the words of "Silent Night" are sung 

in more than 300 different languages around the 

world. 

 

When I hear this story, it reminds me that we can 

find peace even in the crisis moments of life.  When 

we allow God to work in our situations, beauty 

shines forth.  May we seek to be a part of the “silent 

night” this season so that others may be 

transformed in the moment experiencing God’s 

presence here.   

 

Pastor Veronica

 

Communion and 

Candlelight Service 

Monday, Dec. 24th 

at 5PM 

 
Wise County Methodist Men meet the 1st Tuesday 

of each month.  All meeting times are 6:30 PM. 

They will break for the summer. 

Wise County Methodist Men  

Upcoming Schedule 

Dec. 4th- Chico 

Jan.8th -Decatur 

Feb. 5th- Oak Grove 

March 5th- Paradise 

April 2nd-Alvord 

May 7th- Boyd 

_________________________________________ 

 
Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one 
is asked the question: Will you be loyal to the 
United Methodist Church, and uphold it by your 
Prayers, your Presence, your Gifts, your Service, 
and your Witness? Each member pledges to do 
that by responding: I Will. 

OUR NOVEMBER GIFTS  

General Offering - $9,774  
Benevolence - $161 

 
OUR NOVEMBER PRESENCE 

Avg. Worship Attendance     48         

Avg. Sunday School Attendance     15 
_________________________________________  

 

 



  

Play and Party 

Sunday, December 9th @ 5pm 

Our church will be full of super heroes and 

heroines as the “Super Christmas” play gets 

underway on December the 9th at 5:00pm. The 

super heroes have received word that a new 

super hero is coming to earth and they are a bit 

afraid that this new super hero is going to take 

their place, until they discover the new super 

hero is the baby Jesus.  The Play will be in the 

sanctuary. 

Following the play, we will have a meal together. 

Please bring sandwiches, chips, or desserts.  

We will also have a visit from Santa Claus after 

dinner! 

The “Post Office”is set up in the fellowship hall for 

the Christmas season. I will send out the list by 

email or you can pick up a list of names of church 

members and regular attendees provided for you. 

Address your Christmas card greetings, and deliver 

them to the Post Office by Sunday, December 23rd  

so that all deliveries can be made by Christmas. 

 
Advent Season 

The season of Advent begins Dec. 
2nd.  Advent is the season of the 
Christian year in which we wait with 
anticipation of the Coming of Christ.  We 
prepare for the celebration of the birth of 
Christ, God’s gift to the world, as God’s 
means of bringing us salvation.      
Through the season of Advent we are 
also called to prepare ourselves for the 
second coming of Christ. 

The season of Advent begins four 
Sundays before Christmas.  Each 
Sunday a candle will be lit on the Advent 
wreath reminding us of God’s hope, joy, 
peace and love we experience in 
life.  The wreath has the Christ candle in 
the center as a reminder that Christ is 
our central focus.   The royal blue color 

symbolizes the royalty of Christ. 
“Calm and Bright,” based on the 

hymn, Silent Night, will be our theme for 
Advent this year.  May we prepare 
ourselves for Christ who is at work in 
our lives, awaiting for the great things 
that God has in store for us, and 
anticipating with hope God’s promises to 
come.  The Advent season will conclude 
at our Christmas Eve Candlelight and 
Communion Service will be at Dec. 24th 
at 5PM. 
 



 

 

 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the First United 

Methodist Church of Alvord is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. 

 

 

 
 

Vision Statement 

First United Methodist Church of Alvord 

nourishes the hearts, minds, souls, and 

bodies of our community.  Our ministries 

nurture children, cultivate believers, and 

empower leaders so that we may sustain 

faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 
 



 

 

To keep you informed about our church's 

involvement in the local Meals on Wheels Mission 

program, I'm including the latest quarterly report 

prepared for our Church's Council meeting.  

 

Date: November 13,2018  

Council Meeting 

 

June thru August 2018 

Meals on Wheels Quarterly Report 

 

•Averaged: 

22 elderly receiving a meal for 13 weeks.  

•286 meals cooked & delivered involving 13 

volunteers (no duplications) 

•$1100 donated by mbrs cooking who did not want 

to be reimbursed. (purchased groceries to prepare 

meals) - figured at $5/per meal 

•Used 2 1/4 case of tri-compartment Styrofoam 

take out boxes . 1 case has 125. 

 

NEEDS: 

Additional volunteers to cook during month of 

March 2019 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jo Watson 

 

 

Please know you are appreciated in whatever way 

you volunteer: Cook, deliver, monetary donations, 

large cans of food for the Meals on Wheels pantry 

and most of all prayers for those who cook, deliver 

and our recipients.  23 elderly are currently 

receiving nutritious meals.  

 

A special thanks to our November cooks: Donna 

Nivens & Sue Nivens.  Husbands Mike & David 

were very helpful as well by carrying heavy items 

from the vehicle to the kitchen & emptying the 

trash.  THANK YOU.  

Delivering: Margaret Hunt, Danielle Stovall & Kay 

Crafton.  

 

December 

6- Cook: Stacey Crafton & Suzette Munson. 

Deliver: Erica Pelton & Margaret Hunt 

13-Cook: Gay Dickens & Margaret Hunt. Deliver: 

Margaret Hunt & Kay Crafton 

20-Cook: Suzette Munson & Jo Watson: Deliver: 

Margaret & Kay 

27-Cook: Erica Pelton. Deliver: Margaret & Kay. 

 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 
Practicing our Super Heroes Poses!  



 

 

 

 

 

12/2 Sun. Advent begins (Calm and Bright Series) 

12/2 Sun. Charge Conference at FUMC of WF 3PM 

12/9 Sun. Super Christmas Play and Party 5PM 

12/24 Mon. Christmas Eve Communion and   

Candlelight service 5PM 

1/6 Sun. Epiphany 

1/13 Sun.  Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

 

 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   

    10 am Sunday School 

    11 am Worship 

 

 

Charge Conference 
December 2nd  @ 3PM 

Our charge conference this year is scheduled 

with a large group of the other churches of the 

District. It is at FUMC of Wichita Falls on 

December 2nd at 3pm.   I encourage all key 

leaders to be in attendance for this conference 

and any member of the congregation is 
welcome to attend. A council meeting is 

scheduled on Thursday, Nov. 15th at 6:30pm to 

approve all reports for charge conference.     

 

 

 

One of the mission opportunities for this 

month is collecting canned goods for 

WARM. Bring to the foyer. 

Another opportunity is collecting items for 

residents at nursing homes in our county. 

Items needed include lap quilts, lotion, 

men’s shaving kits, shampoos, toiletry 

items, roll on deordorant, books, magazines, 

word search puzzle books in large print, 

adult coloring books, and coloring pencils. 

Also boxes in the foyer for items.   

An offering to the Methodist Children’s 

Home in Waco will also be taken during the 

Christmas Eve service.   

 


