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Wow! It’s hard to 

believe! I have 

completed four 

years serving as 

your pastor. What 

a blessing it has 

been! 

As I reflect on this 

time together 

serving our Lord beside each of you, I am 

moved to tears of joy! Some of the 

highlights have been teaching a 

confirmation class of eight students, 

working through the SCI (Small Church 

Initiative) process with teams of devoted 

persons through each stage, initiating the 

Kids for Christ ministry, Vacation Bible 

School each summer, youth mission trip to 

San Antonio, and having new persons join 

our congregation. 

It is always a blessing to see persons utilize 

their gifts to fulfill our mission of the 

church. I have witnessed the gifts of many 

such as cooking to serve others, organizing 

events to raise funds, gardening and lawn 

care, jack of all trade repairs, teaching 

Sunday School, voices of praise, organizing 

servants for ministries, encouraging phone 

calls and texts, and many other ways of 

service demonstrated. Thank you for being 

the church, the hands and feet of Christ in 

our community. 

I look forward to serving another year 

beside you as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

I’m praying we will all grow in our love and 

knowledge of God in the next 12 months 

and listen to the nudging of the Holy Spirit 

to move us into a holier relationship 

together with God and to have open and 

welcoming arms for new persons to 

become part of the family. 

Pastor Veronica 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the First United Methodist 

Church of Alvord is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. 



 
Sermon Series for August 

Everybody knows their house needs regular 

maintenance to keep things in good repair. But we 

sometimes fail to recognize how much our homes 

need spiritual maintenance. Home Improvement is 

a four-part series designed to help families build 

strong Christian homes. 

During this series we will also be doing some skits to 

emphasis the message for  

the week and volunteers are needed as actors.   

August 5th - Love and Marriage  

Ephesians 5:20-25, Song of Solomon 2:1-16 

August 12th - Back to School Backpack Blessing 

Sunday - It Takes a Family 

Acts 16:32-34, Joshua 24:14-28 

August 19th - The Practice of Parenting  

Ephesians 6:1-4, Proverbs 3:1-12 

August 26th - A Legacy That Lasts 

2 Timothy 1:1-5, Jeremiah 35:1-19 

 

Vision Statement 

First United Methodist Church of Alvord 

nourishes the hearts, minds, souls, and 

bodies of our community.  Our ministries 

nurture children, cultivate believers, and 

empower leaders so that we may sustain 

faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 

 

 

The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday, July29th   

at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast and 

devotion! 

 

Wise County Methodist Men  

Wise County Methodist Men meet the 1st Tuesday 

of each month except in the summertime.  All 

meeting times are 6:30 PM.  Next meeting will be 

on September 4th in Paradise. 

_________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one 
is asked the question: Will you be loyal to the 
United Methodist Church, and uphold it by your 
Prayers, your Presence, your Gifts, your Service, 
and your Witness? Each member pledges to do 
that by responding: I Will. 

OUR JUNE GIFTS  

General Offering- $ 10,087  
Benevolence - $96 

Memorial -$100 
Alvord Cares- $170 

VBS- $600 
 

OUR JUNE PRESENCE 

Avg. Worship Attendance     50           

Avg. Sunday School Attendance     19 

 

 



Sojourners Sunday School Upcoming Study 

Have you ever found yourself frustrated reading the 

bible? Do the words used, sentence structure or 

seemingly obscure topics sometimes lead you to 

wonder what you've read? Our Sunday School class 

will start a four-week series on July 15th based on 

Rob Bell's book, What is the Bible? Sometimes 

controversial but never dull; one thing is certain, 

you won't read the Bible the same after this series. 

Scott Tatum will lead the class. Come join us.... 

 

Vespers Services 

We will continue to join with our fellow 

Methodists from all the churches in Wise 

county for a time of worship in song and 

proclamation of the Word followed by a 

time of food and fellowship.   

Scheduled Dates- Place- Preacher 

July 1- Decatur, Chad Mogus 

July 8- Oak Grove, Ricky Harrison 

July 15- Boyd, Veronica Greanead 

July 22- Bridgeport, J. D. Allen 

July 29- Rhome, Mike Miller 

*All services start at 6PM.  

 
Thanks everyone who helped with the hosting of 

Vespers last Sunday of June.   

 

Confirmation Classes  

being offered soon! 
I will be teaching Confirmation for any students 

grades 6 and up beginning in the September. 

Confirmation is a time of teaching and training 

youth about Christian discipleship and 

ultimately each student making the decision to 

make Jesus Christ the Lord and Savior of their 

life and joining as a member of the 

congregation, continuing in faithful service to 

God and the church for their lifetime.  I will be 

using the Credo curriculum which covers 

around 72 hours of instruction over a nine-

month time frame including Biblical teaching 

and Christian theology.  We If you have a 

youth who is interested in participating, please 

contact me ASAP. 

PS: If you are an adult and would like teaching 

on Christian theology from a Methodist 

perspective or would like to join our 

congregation, let me know. 

Pastor Veronica   

 

Important Upcoming Event 

Visioning Event 

Saturday, September 29th   

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   

(Gathering Time at 9:00 a.m.) 

Decatur FUMC 



 
 

Alvord UMC has the reputation of having the best 

cooks in the county.  How blessed are the meals on 

wheels recipients, as well as our church.  This 

month three new recipients were added to our list. 

We now are cooking and delivering to 23 elderlies 

in our Alvord Community. 

 
Meals are prepared & blessed by loving serving 

hands and feet.  Our cooks for July are as the 

following: 

July 5-Kim & Jo -Delivering: Jo, Judy Smith 

July 12-Sue, Lucy,( Danielle & Judy re-heating & 

preparing take-out boxes). Delivering: Danielle 

Stovall, Judy  

July 19-Gaye Dickens & Judy Smith. Delivering: 

Kay Crafton & Judy  

July 26-Erica Pelton. Delivering: Erica, Judy Smith 

 
 

Thanks to our cooks and to our members and 

others for delivering: 

Cooking in June:  

Jo & Kim (June 7 & 21) Barb Maag & Julie Williams 

(June 14), Donna Nivens(June 28).  

Delivering in June:  

Erica Pelton, June 7, 21&28);Judy Smith (June 7, 

14, 21); Dave & Barb Maag, Julie & Roy Williams 

(June 14); Kay Crafton ( June 21& 28). 

 
Are you a volunteer or a servant? Is there a 

difference? Yes! As a servant of Christ, we are 

more than a volunteer.  

We carry the love of Christ when we reach out to 

help others in need.  Serving is a spiritual 

discipline.  

I would like to ask you to consider becoming 

involved in the meals on meals mission. It offers an 

opportunity to grow in your spiritual 

development.  We need you.  

If interested in assisting in any way, please contact 

the church. 

Submitted by: 

Jo Watson 

 

 



Rolling River Rampage Vacation Bible School was a 

huge success this year!  FUMC-Alvord hosted 57 

children from pre-school to junior high as they 

learned about finding adventure, acceptance, joy, 

and peace on the river with God.  We began each 

night with a tasty supper prepared by Donna 

Nivens, Jo Watson, Kay Crafton, Lucy Slaten, and 

Melva Hodges. Then we dismissed to the sanctuary 

where the Paddle Captain (Audra Nivens) and 

Romper the River Otter (Katie Slaten) helped the 

children prepare for the lesson with an assembly 

skit.  Then Pastor Veronica along with a cast of 

drama characters (including James Pewitt as Jesus, 

Danielle Hill as Martha, and Jim Hodges, Doug 

Munson and Carolmarie Szustak as disciples) 

shared exciting stories of Jesus’s love from Bible. 

Then the kids traveled to stations all around 

Memorial Hall.  Rafters learned tons of praise songs 

from Verna Polvado and Kim French. Cat Kelly, 

Jessica Lynch and Amanda Clark helped the Rafters 

make cute crafts that complemented the Bible 

stories.  Chasen Jackson and Katie Slaten braved 

the heat and led fun outdoor games, and Bonnie 

Foreman led our mission station where each group 

made items to share kindness around the 

community. On the final night, the kids assembled 

fifty school supply kits for UMCOR! Finally, a special 

thanks goes to Rachel Case, Danielle Stovall, Charlie 

French, Hunter Harris, Noah Hancock, Toby 

Szustack, Madison Clark, Makinna Hardee, Jacy 

Malone who served as Team Leaders.  Other 

helpful hands were Will Lynch and Suzette 

Munson.  Most important, the kids learned that 

“When you pass through the waters, [God] will be 

with you.”  Overall, the week was such a blessing 

for all of those involved! We could never hold such 

an event without your generous donations of 

money, supplies, and time. I am already looking 

forward to next year! 

 

Melissa Nivens 

 

 
 

 
 



 
2018 NORTH TEXAS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

Our North Texas Annual Conference of the United 

Methodist Church (UMC) was held June 3-5, 2018 at 

Richardson UMC. 

 

Our keynote speaker was Rev. Adam Hamilton, the 

founding pastor of the United Methodist Church of the 

Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.  The church began 

with 4 people and today it is the largest UMC in the 

denomination with over 20,000 children, youth and 

adult members and an average weekend worship 

attendance of 10,000.  Hamilton has authored 22 books.  

Some of you are familiar with his writings and have 

even done bible studies written by him.  Below is a 

summary of the 3 presentations given by him at the 

conference. 

 

#1  What Leaders Do and Why 

Leaders set the tone of the organization. They 

champion the mission and vision statements.  A good 

example of this is our VBS with a record number of 

children attending this year.   Melissa does an excellent 

job of “leading” the VBS.   

Leaders are responsible for preparing the church for the 

future.  

Difference between Managers and Leaders: 

Managers:     Leaders: 

Plan and Budget    Motivate in Inspire 

Development Policies    Create (good) chaos and    

change 

Leaders evaluate, celebrate victories and honestly 

address shortcomings.  Addressing shortcomings is 

always hard to do, Courage is doing what’s right even 

though you are afraid.  

Leadership Principles: 

It’s all about people………..PEOPLE SKILLS 

Healthy churches have a clear MISSION,  VISION,  and 

PLAN. 

Where do you find yourself?  Many of you serve on 

church boards and committees in Leadership Roles and 

we appreciate your service.  I have learned that church 

leaders don’t have to have a title to be an awesome 

leader  “Successful churches/pastors/leaders, are 

willing to do what unsuccessful 

churches/pastors/leaders are unwilling to do.” 

Are we willing to do….”whatever it takes”? 

One thing leaders don’t do:     GIVE UP! 

 

#2   Effective Worship and Preaching 

Components of Preaching that Connects: 

•Teach people something they don’t know 

•Inspire…..  touch their heart 

•Call to action….encourage others to put the sermon 

into action 

 Sermon Types: 

•Text and Lectionary 

Use illustrations ….Our audio/visual system has added 

so much to our worship. 

Start with the Bible answer and work to the question or 

start with the question and work to the question? 

One reason people turn away from God is they are 

weary of the answer about death. 

Talk about the Resurrection; Talk about death and life; 

Talk about Salvation 

 

#3 Mission, Evangelism and Methodism  

People attend church 1.7 times per month.  This 

statistic is very alarming but true.  So what can we do to 

increase this?   

Practice loves ‘til you feel it!!!   

Check on your pew buddies when they are absent;  

send a card; call and say “we missed you”.  When I was 

doing gymnastics before our service a couple of weeks 

ago, believe me…… it was not a planned illustration !!!!!  

I was scared because I passed out and I know I scared 

y’all…… the point here is…….you cared.  You called, 

texted, prayed……as my church family, I knew you were 

all there for me.  That’s the kind of love Jesus did and 

the kind of love He wants us to share. 

 

Reaching the 21st century young people……  rethinking 

church. 

 

From visitor to member: 

1st base: Invite 

2nd base: They come to church 



3rd base: They grow more comfortable and their faith is 

deepened 

Home Plate: They join. 

 

That’s how is used to be….now getting to 1st Base isn’t 

easy.   

Step out of the box.  Building Better Dad’s Group; 

Building Better Mom’s Group.  

Building self-esteem. 

Don’t become inwardly focused. 

 

Four keys for a Future with Hope: 

•Compelling worship, preaching and community in local 

churches 

•Calling and equipping outstanding new leaders 

•Starting new faith communities, new models for small 

churches 

(for us, this might be offering different service, etc.) 

•Incarnational and compelling mission ministry.  

 

The most powerful statement Hamilton said for me is: 

“The worst thing is never the last thing.” 

 

I was so proud and humbled to be your representative 

at Annual Conference. 

May God continue to bless our families, community and 

church. 

Grace and Peace, 

Kim 

Lay Member to Annual Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/18 Wed.  Council Meeting 6:30pm 

08/12 Sun.  Back to School Backpack Blessing 

Sunday 

 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   

    10 am Sunday School 

    11 am Worship 

 

July Church 

Prayer 

Requests 

 

 

Pray for the 

upcoming Special General Conference and delegates who will 

be making decisions concerning the sexuality issues of the 

UMC in February of 2019.   

 

Pray for our upcoming events: Back to School Sunday, Home 

Improvement sermon series for August, Confirmation. 

 

Pray for our church leaders and all persons who are committed 

to completing their roles and responsibilities in faithful service 

to God, church, and community.  

 

Pray that all members of the Alvord congregation will faithfully 

fulfill their vow to uphold the church with their prayers, 

presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

 

Pray for the pastor to be effective in the preparation and 

presentation of engaging and challenging sermons and to plan 

experiential worship that glorifies God, especially for 

upcoming sermon series entitled I Believe.  

 

Pray for the pastor, church leaders, and committee members 

to have a prayerful discerning spirit and eager motivation to 

implement fruitful ways to help fulfill the mission of the church 

“to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world" and to live out our vision statement.  

 

Pray for Alvord Cares ministry for the summer, including 

volunteers and recipients.   

 

Pray for Sunday School and Bible Studies teachers for all age 

groups and that classes will grow people in their discipleship 

process. 

 

Pray for Meals on Wheels volunteers and recipients. 

 

Pray for music leaders and choir.  Pray for new people to join 

the choir. 

 

Pray for our community leaders such as city council members 

and school administrators. 

 

Pray for persons listed on church prayer list. 

 


