
 
 

 JUNE NEWSLETTER 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

100 W. WASHINGTON ST. (P.O. BOX 127) 

ALVORD, TX         940-427-5795 

www.fumcalvord.org 

 
 

I absolutely love Vacation Bible 

School! I remember attending Bible School 

when I was a child.  I always looked forward 

to it each year.  VBS always started with a 

procession into the sanctuary.  And you 

may have gotten selected to march in with 

the American flag, Christian flag, and the 

Holy Bible, in which we offered a pledge to 

each.  We would sing some of those 

children songs I know the words to by 

heart.  We would memorize Bible verses 

and learn Bible stories, make crafts, and 

have fun.  I cherish those memories.   But its 

more than memories.   It was faith 

development.   

I still love Vacation Bible School.  I 

love to see children come learn about Jesus 

and learn that the church is like a family.   

Vacation Bible School soon approaches for 

our congregation.  You may not have had 

the experiences I had as a child going to 

VBS, but I hope you see the way VBS can 

make a difference in the life of a child in 

their faith development and that you are 

willing to make a difference for children in 

our community. See Melissa’s article on 

page 3 about how you can help.   

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 

me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 

these.” Matthew 19:14 

 Pastor Veronica   

 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the First United 

Methodist Church of Alvord is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world.  

 



On a mountain top in Galilee, the risen Christ 

commanded the eleven disciples to go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them and forming 

them in the Way of Christ. 

 

Today, we have been given this same Great 

Commission, and all across the North Texas 

Conference clergy and laity are embracing the 

challenge to go, gather new faces in new spaces, 

and grow these new faces in discipleship. 

 

What is a new space? It can be a small group that 

meets in a local coffee shop. It can be: 

 

-a small group that meets in a local coffee shop 

-a cycling group, facilitated by a pair of faithful 

disciples who invite fellow cycling enthusiasts to 

share in their love for riding and, along the way, 

their devotion to Christ 

-a Wednesday night children's program, especially 

designed to meet the unique needs of children and 

families out in the community 

-a clothes closet, staffed by disciples who not only 

give away clothes but also open themselves up to 

being in relationship with clients so that the Spirit 

can move, heal, and transform 

-a new worshiping community in a storefront 

location 

-something large or small, out in the community or 

on church property 

-an expensive venture or it can require little or no 

financial investment 

-led by laity or clergy 

New spaces take on many different shapes and 

forms; however, in every new space, new people 

come together with disciples and are formed in the 

Way of Christ. 

 

At Annual Conference 2018, the vision for 

gathering new faces in new spaces will be cast; we 

will hear inspiring stories of how this is already 

happening in a variety of ways across North Texas; 

and, we will begin to learn how every church – 

without exception – can heed Jesus' Great 

Commission and plant something new. 

(article taken from NTC 2018 website)  

 

______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday, June 24th   

at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast and 

devotion! 

 

Wise County Methodist Men  

Wise County Methodist Men meet the 1st Tuesday 

of each month except in the summertime.  All 

meeting times are 6:30 PM.  Next meeting will be 

on September 4th in Paradise. 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

It is time to start preparing for Alvord Cares 

2018. Alvord Cares is a summer food program 

for school aged children who are on free or 

reduced lunches during the school year. This 

program provides students with breakfast and 

lunch they would receive at school.  

Alvord Cares is supported by donations from 

members of the church, community, Legend 

Bank, United Way, and Wise County Extension 

Office. Donations can be made through the 

church or at Legend Bank of Alvord.  

On Monday, June 4th, Alvord Care begins for 

the summer.  Volunteers can come each 

Monday at 8am to compile bags that will be 

dispersed later in the morning to families.   

If you have any questions, contact Pam Harris 

at 940-393-3782.  

 



VBS 

 June 24th -28th   

6:00-8:30pm 

 

School is out, and do you know what that means?  

That’s right, Vacation Bible School is right around 

the corner.  This is my favorite event at FUMC-

Alvord, and we need everyone’s help to make it a 

big success.  This year, we are using Cokesbury’s 

Rolling River Rampage theme.  Kids will enjoy an 

interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as 

they discover peace through Jesus Christ. They will 

“experience the ride of a lifetime with God” as they 

find adventure, acceptance, joy, and peace. 

 

You can help by donating items or food, and we 

need helpers of all ages.  If you are interested in 

volunteering as a Group leader or a Station Leader 

please sign up on the clipboard or contact me.  We 

need folks to help prepare meals, lead games, act 

in skits, and share the word of God to our young 

people through fun activities.  I can’t wait!  Hope to 

see you there! 

 

Blessings, 

Melissa Nivens 

(940)389-2074 

cmnivens@gmail.com 

Ways to help with VBS 

  

Things you could lend: 

Christmas Trees 

Life jackets/vests (especially the orange over-the-

neck kind) 

Oars 

 

Things you can donate: 

Money 

Paper plates 

Plastic forks 

Small paper cups 

Napkins 

Paper towels 

Small bottled water 

River rocks 

Craft paint 

Small paint brushes 

Cardstock 

Construction Paper 

Baggies (large and small) 

Powder laundry soap 

Dryer sheets 

Food items (menu TBA) 

 

 

Time you can give: 

Prepare meals 

Serve meals 

Volunteer as a Team Leader  

Volunteer as “Paddle Captain” (the lead role in the 

Assembly time) 

Volunteer as “Romper” (the River Otter puppet) 

Volunteer as a Station Leader (Crafts, Recreation, 

Music, Mission) 

Decorate (Monday morning, 6/25) 

Clean Up (Thursday, 6/28) 

  

  

 

 

mailto:cmnivens@gmail.com


Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one is asked 
the question: Will you be loyal to the United Methodist 
Church, and uphold it by your Prayers, your Presence, your 
Gifts, your Service, and your Witness? Each member pledges 
to do that by responding: I Will. 

OUR MAY GIFTS  

General Offering- $ 8,739  
Benevolence - $67 

OUR MAY PRESENCE 

Avg. Worship Attendance     49            

Avg. Sunday School Attendance     21 

 FUMC of Alvord will host the first Vespers 

service this summer on June 24th at 6PM.  

We will join with our fellow Methodists 

from all the churches in Wise county for a 

time of worship in song and proclamation of 

the Word followed by a time of food and 

fellowship.  We will be serving sandwiches 

and chips.  Volunteers are needed to help 

bring food and serve in the kitchen.   

Scheduled Dates- Place- Preacher 

June 24- Alvord, Shelley McNew 

July 1- Decatur, Chad Mogus 

July 8- Oak Grove, Ricky Harrison 

July 15- Boyd, Veronica Greanead 

July 22- Bridgeport, J. D. Allen 

July 29- Rhome, Mike Miller 

*All services start at 6PM.  

 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the senior class of 2018 and 

thanks to everyone who contributed food and 

helped serve for the Senior Breakfast. 

 

 

Vespers Services 



 
Congratulations to graduating senior, Keyvin 

Gilliam. 

 
We welcome our new members to our 

congregation, Verna and Ron Polvado. 

 

 

Thanks to every to everyone who 

helped make the Enchilada Dinner a 

success.  $1,340 was raised at this 

event.  Thanks also for everyone who 

helped with the Rummage Sale.  

$1,700 was raised from the sale.   

Baby Sprinkle  

for Jessica Lynch 

First United Methodist Church 

June 9th at 11a.am. 

Suggestions:  

Pampers, Swaddlers, Diapers, or 

Visa Gift Cards 

 

 
All persons helping with VBS, 

Sunday School, KFC or other 

ministries concerning children in the 

life of the church must complete the 

Ministry Safe Training and have a 

background check completed.  

Please contact Melissa Nivens if you 

have not done the training.  She will 

be contacting you if it is time for you 

to renew. 

  The Church 

Annex (Old 

Parsonage) will be 

available to rent 

July 1st if you 

know of a person 

or family in need 

of a home.  Rent for annex is $800 month. 

Contact Roy Williams or other trustee or 

church office for more details. 

 

 

 



Vision Statement 

First United Methodist Church of Alvord 

nourishes the hearts, minds, souls, and 

bodies of our community.  Our ministries 

nurture children, cultivate believers, and 

empower leaders so that we may sustain 

faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 
 

 
Summer is fast approaching.   We are 

currently completing the June through 

August Meals on Wheels schedule.  Help is 

needed on specific dates for someone or 

several people to cook:  JULY 5, 12, 26.  If 

you can not be at the church to cook and 

plate, we can find someone who may be 

w:lling to do this.  We can always use soup, 

hamburger meat browned & seasoned, any 

type casseroles and desserts that can be 

frozen.   

Delivering;   Assistance is needed:  Margaret 

will not be able to delivering in the month 

of August.  I (Jo) will not be able to assist 

others (either delivering and/or cooking) 

from July 12 through July 26.  We are 

currently feeding 23 individuals.  The 

numbers may vary depending upon the 

need. 

 

We will pass around the sign up sheet this 

coming Sunday.  Then we will place the sign 

up sheet in the foyer of the church or you 

may call Jo at 940-389-3353 or the church 

at 427-5795 to sign up for a specific date.   

 

We try to pare up on cooking, as well as 

delivering, so it is not so burdensome on 

just one person.  Please note:  Monies are 

available to reimburse you for your food 

expenses.  Please request the form from 

Kim, church secretary or pick one up in the 

folder hanger outside her office.  Monies 

received go directly toward purchasing food 

products to prepare a home cooked meal, 

and Styrofoam tri-take-out boxes.   

 

The meals for the Alvord and vicinity MOW 

program is funded through donations from 



UMW members, our church members, BIG 

CAN mission and/or special offerings. 

Accolades to our members who volunteer 

to prepare meals, deliver, participate in our 

fund-raisers, bring canned food, and/or 

pray for this very mission.    

Preparing and delivering food for May 

included:   

Cooking May 3:  Sue Nivens & Donna 

Nivens- Delivering: Danielle & Grace Stovall, 

Jo.  May 10: Cooking: Cindy Grove, Lucy 

Slaten. Delivering:  Erica Pelton, Margaret 

Hunt.  May 17: Cooking: Erica Pelton:  

Delivering: Danielle & Grace Stovall & Erica 

May 24: Cooking: Kay & Stacey Crafton, 

Delivering: Kay & Jerry Crafton, Margaret 

Hunt. 

May 31: Cooking: Kay & Stacey Crafton. 

Delivering: Kay & Stacey Crafton & Judy  

Smith.     

 

Submitted by:  Jo Watson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



RUMMAGE SALE 

 

THANK YOU!!!  All volunteers who assisted 

with setting up: tables, donations, 

organization of the items for sale, selling, 

packing and cleaning up after our 

RUMMAGE SALE.  Each one of you are 

appreciated.  We had several members who 

contributed several days to over a week in 

helping with this activity. 

Submitted by:  Charyn Henley 

 

WALK ACROSS TEXAS 

Our church team has completed their 8th 

week of participating in this fun activity.  

Our walkers were:  Pastor Veronica, 

Margaret Hunt, Amy Hiler, Barbara Maag, 

Ann Medford, Beverly Johnson, Judy Smith, 

Danielle Stovall and extra walkers Chuck 

Smith & Jo Watson.  

They have successfully walked across Texas 

and back.  Our team ended their 8-week 

walking activity as the 6th place team.   

Submitted by: Jo Watson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6/24 Sun. Hosting Vespers 6PM 

6/25-28 Rolling River Rampage VBS 

 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   

    10 am Sunday School 

    11 am Worship 

 

June Church 

Prayer 

Requests 

 

 

Pray for The 

United Methodist Church, the Way Forward Committee and 

Council of Bishops in the decision-making process of our 

church. 

 

Pray for the North Texas Annual Conference in Richardson 

June 3-5th .  

 

Pray for our church leaders and all persons who are committed 

to completing their roles and responsibilities in faithful service 

to God, church, and community.  

 

Pray that all members of the Alvord congregation will faithfully 

fulfill their vow to uphold the church with their prayers, 

presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

 

Pray for the pastor to be effective in the preparation and 

presentation of engaging and challenging sermons and to plan 

experiential worship that glorifies God, especially for 

upcoming sermon series entitled I Believe.  

 

Pray for the pastor, church leaders, and committee members 

to have a prayerful discerning spirit and eager motivation to 

implement fruitful ways to help fulfill the mission of the church 

“to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world" and to live out our vision statement.  

 

Pray for our upcoming events: Vacation Bible School. 

 

Pray for Alvord Cares ministry for the summer, including 

volunteers and recipients.   

 

Pray for Sunday School and Bible Studies teachers for all age 

groups and that classes will grow people in their discipleship 

process. 

 

Pray for Meals on Wheels volunteers and recipients. 

 

Pray for music leaders and choir.  Pray for new people to join 

the choir. 

 

Pray for our community leaders such as city council members 

and school administrators. 

Pray for persons listed on church prayer list. 

 


