
 
 FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

100 W. WASHINGTON ST. (P.O. BOX 127) 

ALVORD, TX         940-427-5795 

www.fumcalvord.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s hard to believe the season of Lent is 
soon arriving.  The season of Lent is one of the 
most meaningful seasons of the Christian 
liturgical year.  It is also one of the most 
challenging for me as a disciple of Jesus.  It calls 
me, as well as you, to a time of preparation of 
Easter when we celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  During the forty days of Lent 
beginning on Ash Wednesday, minus the 
Sundays which are considered “little Easters” 
and ending at sunset on Easter Eve, we are to 
prepare ourselves by spending time in study, 
devotion, self-examination, and prayer.   

The word “Lent” comes from the Anglo-
Saxon word lencten that means “spring.”   Lent 
is not mentioned in the Bible, but it is modeled 
after Jewish tradition as presented in the Torah, 
the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
where it says that there is always a time for 
preparation for every religious festival.   

Why 40 days?  The number 40 is used 
several times in the scriptures.  In the story of 
Noah it rained for 40 days. (Gen. 7:4)  Moses 
fasted 40 days before he received the Ten 
Commandments. (Ex. 24:18) the Israelites 

 

 

 

 

 

wandered in the desert for 40 years before 
entering the Promised Land. (Ex. 16:35) The 
most significant biblical event that brings 
meaning to the 40 days is when Jesus was in the 
wilderness for 40 days. (Mark 4:13)  Also, 40 is 
approximately 10 percent of the year and Lent 
is sometimes called a “tithe of the year.”  

      As you journey these 40 days preparing 
yourself for Resurrection Day, make a sacrifice 
in some way as a love gift to God while 
enlivening the great sacrifice Christ made for 
each of us. Gifts mean more when someone has 
made a sacrifice to make that gift happen, 
especially when you could not obtain it 
yourself.  What gift are you offering to God- 
more time, more devotion, more of YOU?  
Pastor Veronica 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 



 

Wednesday, February 14
th

 6:30PM 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of 

Lent.  Ash Wednesday has two emphases: confronting 

our own mortality and confessing our sin before God 

in light of God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ.  We 

are to put aside our sins and failures of the past in the 

light of who we are yet to become by the grace of 

God.  Ultimately, we are to prepare for Easter by 

dying and rising with Christ for it is through Christ 

that God’s saving grace is demonstrated.  During the 

Ash Wednesday evening service, the imposition of 

ashes on the forehead in the sign of the cross is 

offered to show an outward sign of our sorrow and 

repentance of sins. Please come begin your journey of 

Lent by attending this service on Wednesday, 

February 14th.     

The Fasting Feast of Lent 

Fast from judging others,  

and feast on the Christ within them. 

Fast from emphasis on differences,  

and feast on the unity of life. 

Fast from apparent darkness,  

and feast on the reality of light. 

Fast from thoughts of illness,  

and feast on the healing power of God. 

Fast from words that pollute, 

 and feast on phrases that purify. 

Fast from discontent, and feast on gratitude. 

Fast from anger, and feast on optimism. 

Fast from worry, 

 and feast on divine order by trusting in God. 

Fast from complaining, and feast on affirmatives. 

Fast from unrelenting pressures,  

and feast on unceasing prayer. 

Fast from hostility, and feast on non-resistance. 

Fast from self-concern,  

and feast on compassion for others. 

Fast from personal anxiety,  

and feast on eternal truth. 

Fast from discouragement, and feast on hope. 

Fast from facts that depress,  

and feast on verities that uplift. 

Fast from lethargy, and feast on enthusiasm. 

Fast from suspicion, and feast on truth. 

Fast from thoughts that weaken,  

and feast on promises that inspire. 

Fast from shadows of sorrow,  

and feast on the sunlight of serenity. 

Fast from idle gossip,  

and feast on purposeful silence. 

Fast from problems that overwhelm,  

and feast on prayer that undergirds. 

   Source unknown. 

 

Sermon Series for Lent 

During each Sunday of lent we will be  taking a 

journey with Jesus on his final week before the 

resurrection according to the gospel of Mark.   

Feb. 18th - Day 1- Mark 11:1-11 A Peasant Parade 

Feb. 25th - Day 2- Mark 11:12-25 Courage to 

Confront 

Mar. 4th - Day 3- Mark 11:27-33, 12:13-34 

Authority is Challenged 

Mar. 11th - Day 4- Mark 14:1-11 Anointing Of Jesus 

mar. 18th - Day 5- Mark 14:12-72 The Climax of the 

Week 

Mar. 25th - Day 6- Mark 15:1-32 

 



 

 

Kids for Christ Schedule for Winter/Spring 

Feb. 7th “Parables Of Jesus” Program at 

5:30pm 

Sunday, Feb. 11th, KFC sing in worship 

Feb. 14th 

Feb. 21st 

Feb. 28th 

Mar. 7th 

Mar. 21st 

Program on Palm Sunday, Mar. 25th during 

Mar. 28th Holy Week Experience 



   

Presents 

 

Wednesday, February 7th  

5:30PM 

The Kids for Christ will present four 

short skits based on four of Jesus’ 

parables from the gospel of Luke in 

Memorial Hall.  They will also sing 

some new songs they have learned as 

well.  Sandwich supper following 

program.   Everyone invited to come.   

 
 

 

 

 

The Wise County Methodist Men will be hosted by 

Boyd on Tuesday, Feb. 6th at 6:30PM. 

 

The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday, January 

25th at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast and 

devotion! 

 

Wise County Methodist Men 2017-18 Calendar 

Wise County Methodist Men meet the 1st Tuesday 

of each month.  All meeting times are 6:30 PM. 

Feb 6th- Boyd 

Mar 6th- Chico 

Apr 3rd- Decatur  

May 1st- Oak Grove 

Sept 4th- Paradise 

 

 

 

Monthly Report 

When one joins the United Methodist Church, one 

is asked the question Will you be loyal to the 

United Methodist Church, and uphold it by your 

Prayers, your Presence, your Gifts, your Service, 

and your Witness? Each member pledges to do 

that by responding, I Will. 

OUR JANUARY GIFTS  

General Offering- $ 12,517  

Benevolence $97 

 

OUR JANUARY PRESENCE  

    Avg Worship Attendance    54           

Avg Sunday School Attendance   24 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Receiving Blessings: 
Our Meals on Wheels recipients were 
especially blessed these past few months - 
thanks to our caring members, persons who 
cooked and our volunteers who delivered in 
good & bad weather and a special thanks the 
our Alvord 4-H Club & Rodeo Club Members. 
Alvord Club managers are Carrie & Jay 
Outlaw. 
Let me first start out with this statement. Each 
meal on wheels recipient we have on our list 
was delivered a nice gift sack (including 
snacks, socks, puzzles & many other items) 
from the Alvord 4-H & Rodeo Clubs members.  
A Poinsettia our church had received from Karl 
Klement was delivered to recipients in town.  
Tears of joy from those who received these 
gifts were expressed to us in person. Special 
Hugs were given to our volunteers & young 
helpers. It's hard to put into words the joy you 
feel when you have helped others who need 
you so much. You are the “light of Jesus” and 
the joy of their day.  
 
Thanks to our cooks & those who delivered in 
January: 
Suzette Munson & Emily & Jacob DeMoss. 
Erica Pelton. Barbara Robinson, Kay & Stacey 
Crafton & Jo Watson. Delivering: Erica Pelton, 
Margaret Hunt, Danielle & Grace Stovall & Kay 
& Stacey Crafton 
 
February MOW Schedule: 
1 - Cook: Julie Williams & Barb Maag 
8, 15 & 22 Cook: Sue Nivens & Donna Nivens 
1 - Delivering: Dave Maag & Margaret Hunt 
8 - Delivering: Danielle & Grace Stovall & 
Margaret 
15 - Delivering: Dave & Margaret 
22 - Delivering:  Danielle, Grace & Margaret 
 
Subject: Sept - Dec Meals on Wheels 
Quarterly Report 
•Average 21 elderly receiving a meal for 17 

weeks. Did not serve a meal for Thanksgiving 
•368 meals cooked & delivered involving 19 
volunteers (no  duplications) 
•$300 donated by members cooking who did 
not want to be reimbursed.  
•9 individuals donated the groceries they 
purchased when responsible for cooking 1 
meal. We also had 4 people who donated 
when they cooked either: 2 to 5 weeks. 
•Used 2 3/4 case of tri-compartment Styrofoam 
take out boxes . 1 case equals 125  
 
NEEDS: large canned food for mow pantry & 
meat. Casseroles that can be frozen.  
Meat - freezer  (all of hb has been used that 
was donated by Tom & Barb Robinson & the 
ham by Gwen & Szustak . 
A special thank you to Barbara & Tom & Gwen 
& Paul for donating the meat.  

 
 

 



 
Children make our time of worship special! 

 

There is a Library located at the entrance of 

Memorial Hall as you come from the sanctuary. 

Books for your spiritual uplifting needs, 

children books, inspirational books, bible study 

guides, etc. 

Please visit....Our bookshelves runneth over!!! 

 

Remembrance of Baptism Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Companions in Christ Lent 

Schedule 

Part 3- Deepening Our 

Prayer: The Heart of 

Christ 

 

Feb. 21st - Week 1 Prayer and the Character 

Of God 

Feb. 28th - Week 2 Dealing with Impediments 

to Prayer 

Mar. 7th - Week 3 Prayers Of Petition and 

Intercession 

Mar. 14th - Week 4 Praying As We Are 

Mar. 21st - Week 5 Psalms 

Mar. 28th- Week 6 Exploring Contemplative 

Prayer 

 

 



Bridgeport Camp for our 

Children and Youth 

Summer camp registration 

is open at the Bridgeport 

Methodist Camp and will 

soon fill up.  If your child is interested, check out 

Bridgeportcamp.org to see which camp week to 

register. There are elementary camps for those that 

have completed grades 3-5, junior high camps for 

those that have completed grades 6-8, senior high 

for those that have completed grades 9-12, and a 

music camp for those that have completed grades 

3-6.  Please let Kim know if your child or youth 

plans to attend so adequate funds can be raised to 

help assist with cost.   

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Center of Missional 

Outreach of NTC 

Imagine what God could do through the 300 churches 

of the North Texas conference focus our energy and 

resources on Hurricane Harvey recovery in the Rio 

Texas Conference and send 300 mission teams there 

in 2018 and 2019!  That is the goal!  

Are you interested in going south to Victoria or Sinton 

to help hurricane victims? Must be 8
th
 grade and up to 

participate. Can be combined with other small groups.  

Check out this website for more info: 

www.ntcmissionaloutreach.org/hurricane-harvey-

relief-effort-faqs/  

Let Pastor Veronica know if you are interested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/6    Tues.    Wise County Methodist Men   6:30 pm 

02/7    Wed.    KFC Program                                5:30 pm 

02/14 Wed.    KFC after school until 5:15 

02/11  Sun.    KFC sing in worship 

02/14 Wed.    Ash Wednesday Service         6:30 pm 

02/21 Wed.    KFC after school until 5:15 

02/21 Wed.    Companions in Christ study      6:30 pm 

02/25   Sun.    Men’s Breakfast                          8:00 am 

02/28 Wed.    KFC after school until 5:15 

02/28 Wed.    Companions in Christ study      6:30 pm 

03/6    Tues.    Wise County Methodist Men   6:30 pm 

03/7   Wed.    KFC after school until 5:15 

03/7   Wed.    Companions in Christ study      6:30 pm 

03/14 Wed.    No KFC – Spring Break 

03/14 Wed.    Companions in Christ study      6:30 pm 

03/21 Wed.    KFC after school until 5:15 

03/21 Wed.    Companions in Christ study      6:30 pm 

03/25   Sun.    Men’s Breakfast                          8:00 am  

03/25   Sun.    Palm Sunday KFC program in worship 

03/28 Wed.    “Journey with Jesus” Holy Week 

experience for KFC and elementary students after 

school  

03/28 Thur.    Holy Thursday Service               6:30 pm 

03/31   Sat.     Egg Hunt in Elm Creek Park          10 am  

04/01  Sun.    Easter 

 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   

    10 am Sunday School 

    11 am Worship 

------------------------------------------------------           

Be a part of the Welcoming Team! 

Looking for people who would like to be greeters on 

Sunday morning before worship. Please contact Dave or 

Barb Maag to sign up for a Sunday morning. Their email 

is david.maag.dm@gmail.com.  Remember we worship 

at God's house and God welcomes all to come! 

Welcome others as God has welcomed you into a 

relationship. 

 

http://www.ntcmissionaloutreach.org/hurricane-harvey-relief-effort-faqs/
http://www.ntcmissionaloutreach.org/hurricane-harvey-relief-effort-faqs/
mailto:david.maag.dm@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

January Church Prayer Requests 

Pray for our church leaders, especially persons in new 

positions, and all persons who are committed to 

completing their roles and responsibilities in faithful 

service to God, church, and community.  

 

Pray that all members of the Alvord congregation will 

faithfully fulfill their vow to uphold the church with 

their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

 

Pray for the pastor to be effective in the preparation 

and presentation of engaging and challenging sermons 

and to plan experiential worship that glorifies God, 

especially for upcoming sermon series entitled God Call 

for Your Life.  

 

Pray for the pastor, church leaders, and committee 

members to have a prayerful discerning spirit and eager 

motivation to implement fruitful ways to help fulfill the 

mission of the church “to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world" and to live out our 

vision statement.  

 

Pray for our Kids for Christ ministry. Pray for servants of 

Christ to commit to helping reach and minister to new 

children in the Wednesday after school ministry and 

their families in our community. Pray for our next 

program on February 7th.   

 

Pray for Sunday School and Bible Studies teachers for all 

age groups and that classes will grow people in their 

discipleship process. 

 

Pray that children and youth will receive opportunities 

to grow in their faith, learn to pray, and study the 

Scriptures through Sunday School and other activities. 

 

Pray for Meals on Wheels volunteers and recipients. 

 

Pray for music leaders and choir.  Pray for new people 

to join the choir. 

 

Pray for our community leaders such as city council 

members and school administrators.  

 

Thanks to many of you who have submitted your 

family info by filling out one of the forms and 

submitting a picture for our new church directory.  

I look forward to working on this project and have 

the directory completed.  If you have not 

submitted your personal information, please do 

that asap.  You may fill out a form at church; email 

it to my personal email, vgreanead@gmail.com; 

mail to church at PO Box 127, Alvord TX 76225. 

The info requested is name of each person in 

household and birthday (month and day), 

address, landline (if you have one), cell number 

and email addresses, and occupation for adults in 

home.   

Pastor Veronica  
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