
 

 

 

 

Challenge Me! 
 Yes, I'm asking you to challenge me. 

But first let me tell you a story about Myrtle 

Smith. I met Ms. Smith at the clothing resale 

store that the Methodist church of Avery 

operated. I learned Ms. Smith lived in a house 

facing the church across what was once the 

railroad tracks. 

 Ms. Smith came into the church office 

one weekday.  She had a piece of mail in her 

hand concerning her Medicare. I learned Ms. 

Smith was illiterate and she wanted me to read 

it to her. After that day, this become an 

occasional happening as she trusted me to 

help her. One day she came in and she asked, 

"Do you have any books with pictures of my 

Lord?"  We so happened to have a church 

library for the after school program and I found 

her a couple of books she could check out. 

She would continuously bring the books back 

and check out more. I asked her if she had a 

cassette recorder and she said she did so I 

located the Bible on cassettes and gave it to 

her. One day she came in and said she wanted 

to ask me a question.  She asked, "What is a 

Gentile?"  I knew she was "reading" her Bible 

and wanted to learn. 

 One day we had planned a ladies  

 

brunch at church. I invited her to come. I 

picked her up in my car, even though I knew  

she could walk across the street, because I 

wanted her to feel like she was a person of 

value and welcomed. She came out of her 

house wearing her best clothes and wearing a 

cross necklace. I will never forget her great big 

smile that day. 

I never got Ms. Smith to come to worship. I 

often thought how intimidating worship would 

be if you can't read. The first thing that 

happens when you enter the church is 

someone hands you a piece of paper with 

words on it. And everyone holds a book full of 

songs with lots of words. But she loved her 

Lord and wanted to know more about him. 

I have no doubt that people who enter the 

church love their Lord and want to know more 

about him too. I also know people are greatly 

intimidated to come to church or join a Bible 

study because they feel they don't know 

enough about the Bible and will be 

embarrassed by their lack of knowledge. But I 

say now is the time to starting learning. The 

disciples sat at the feet of Jesus and many 

times did not understand his teaching, but they 

stuck with him and became teachers 

themselves sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

So here is how you can challenge me. Be like 
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Ms. Smith and ask the questions when you 

need clarification, biblical background, 

scriptural help with life decisions, etc. 

Challenge me with your questions. Call me, 

text me, email me, visit me in my office, but ask 

the questions. (Please just don't ask me your 

questions on Sunday morning right before 

worship or right after worship.) I may not know 

all the answers but that is even a better 

challenge for me. 

I believe it is God's desire for all of us to be 

growing in our wisdom of scripture, faith 

development, and living a lifestyle like Christ. 

Let's grow and learn together. 

 Pastor Veronica 

____________________________ 

 

Monthly Report 
When one joins the United Methodist Church, one is 

asked the question Will you be loyal to the United 

Methodist Church, and uphold it by your Prayers, your 

Presence, your Gifts, your Service, and your Witness? 

Each member pledges to do that by responding, I Will. 

 

OUR AUGUST GIFTS  

General Offering- $9,417 

MOW - $ 200 

Benevolence - $ 100 

 

OUR AUGUST PRESENCE  

Avg Worship Attendance       50         

              Avg Sunday School Attendance     16 

______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               
 

The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday,  
Sept. 24th  at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast 
and devotion! 

 

All meeting times including Banquet are 6:30 PM 
Sept 5th-  Decatur 
Oct 3rd- Banquet @ Bridgeport Methodist Camp 
Nov 7th- Oak Grove 
Dec 5th-  Paradise 
Jan 2nd- Alvord 
Feb 6th- Boyd 
Mar 6th- Chico 
Apr 3rd- Oak Grove 
May 1st- Paradise 
Sep 4th-  Alvord   
The Wise County Methodist Men's Banquet will be 
held at the Methodist Camp and Conference 
Center, Lake Bridgeport on Tuesday October 3rd at 
6:30 pm. The cost is $10 each.  Please let Charlie 
know how many guests will be attending. This is 
always a fun night to get together with the 
Methodist Men, their wives and friends. 

 

 

 

Sunday School is the place to be! 



 

 
 

Words are never enough to express how much 

each one of you are appreciated who support 

this mission program. prayers, cooking 

(preparing delicious home cooked meals), 

delivering, washing dishes, sweeping & 

mopping the kitchen floor after someone cooks 

in our kitchen, donating monies to purchase 

food supplies and/or donating canned goods, 

meat or fresh vegetables for meals. 

 

We are currently working on completing our 

September through December months: 

volunteers are needed to help with delivering 

and/or cooking in October & December. 

 

August volunteers included: delivering - 

Chanda Berry, grandson Cayden McCollough,. 

Jo Watson, Kay & Stacey Crafton, Bonnie 

Foreman, granddaughter Caddie Jackson. 

Cooking: Bonnie Foreman, Cyndy Groves, 

Donna & Mike Nivens , grandson Hudson 

Kelly, Barbara Robinson, Kay, Jo & Kim, and 

granddaughter Josalyn Lynch. 

Vision Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Alvord nourishes the 
hearts, minds, souls, and bodies of our 
community.  Our ministries nurture children, cultivate 
believers, and empower leaders so that we may 
sustain faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 

 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of the Church is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

 



Alvord Cares and Cooking School 
August wrapped up our church's involvement in 
Alvord Cares. Pam Harris, coordinates this 
mission. 
 
One project at the end of the program is a fun, 
cooking school sponsored by our church & 
Wise County TxA&M 
Extension, BLT program. 
 
Church "thank you" for your participation: 
providing food for the children & parents to 
prepare several recipes, and/or monies to 
purchase food supplies & volunteers who led a 
small group & Extension BLT program for 
providing incentives for participants in Alvord 
Cares & volunteers. 

 

 

 



 
 

Saturday, October 21st  

9:00 – 1:00 
We are planning: 
 
Silent Auction -  See Carrie Endsley 
 
The Silent Auction is always a fun time.  Be 
thinking about something you can donate: 
 
Hand made projects; Items donated from a 
retail; Cakes; Goodie Baskets, etc 
 
Country Store -  See Melissa 
 
Canned items, baked goods, etc.  
This is always a good time for people to buy 
baked items they can freeze for the Holidays. 
 
Lunch: -  See Donna 
 
Closer to the 21st, Donna will have a sign up 
sheet.   
 
Doug is inviting a couple of bands provide 
entertainment.  More information later. 

 
If you would like to make a donation to 
purchase items for the luncheon, envelopes 

will soon be provided in the pews. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

The next  

Gathering for 

the Red River   

Emmaus 

Community is 

on September 

14th at FUMC 

of Bridgeport.   

Gathering begins at 6:30pm with a pot 

luck dinner followed by a time of 

worship.  The next Women’s Walk is 

October 19th-22nd.  If you would like 

more information, please contact 

Pastor Veronica.   

 

Study Begins in Fall on 

Wednesday, Sept. 6
th

 
This fall an 

opportunity will be 

provided to grow in 

your relationship 

with God through a 

means of using 

scripture, prayer, 

journaling, and 

sharing and 

worshipping with a 

group.  The 

curriculum being 

used is Companions 

in Christ published by the Upper Rooms 

ministry.  What will be expected of you, as a 

participant, is to read a short chapter 

(approximately 6-7 pages) one day, and the 

following five days complete a scripture reading 

and prayer exercise.  During the group meeting 

times on Wednesdays, (approximately 90 to 120 

minutes long,) will be sharing insights and 

learnings from weekly exercises, expanding upon 

and deepening the context read, and practicing 

spiritual exercises being taught in the readings.  I 

still have a few used books available for $6.  

September 6
th

 will be an introductory and 

preparatory session.  If you would like to attend 

and need childcare, please let me know.     

Pastor Veronica  

 



 

Music and 

Drama Ministry 

for Elementary 

Children  

 
Kids for Christ starts on September 6

th
.  We 

already have 30 children signed up to 

participate.  I appreciate the volunteers that 

will help to transport kids, prepare and serve 

snacks, and help with music, drama, etc. 

Please let me remind you that all volunteers 

must complete the Ministry Safe training 

and back ground check to help every two 

years.  Children will be picked up at 3:35 at 

school, transported to the church, fed a 

snack and practice their music and drama 

until 5:15PM.  The first KFC program 

entitled “Noah’s Zoo” will be on 

Wednesday, Oct. 4
th

 at 5:30PM.   

 
HELP HURRICANE HARVEY VICTIMS 

 
If you want to donate through our local church. 
Please write "Harvey" in the check memo 
line.  Your donation will be added to your giving 
statement and the funds will be designated to 
the: 
HURRICANE HARVEY DISASTER RELIEF 
FUND 
You can also donate through the conference 
web site: www.northtexasumc.org 
under the tab:  North Texas Disaster Relief 
Donatons 
100% of donations to UMCOR will go directly 
to the relief efforts.  No administrative costs will 
be deducted. 
Please continue to be in prayer for Hurricane 
Harvey Victims, the 1st Responders, and all 
those affected. 
"Lord, Hear Our Prayers" 
"Because he holds fast to me in love, I will 
deliver him; I will protect him, 
 because he knows my name.:     Psalm 
91:14 
 
 
 

 Sermon Series 
 
Jesus often told stories called parables. 
Parables are stories that teach you a moral or 
spiritual lesson. We will be hearing the stories 
from the Gospel of Matthew. Let's take a look 
together to learn what Jesus was trying to 
teach us through these parables during this 
series. 
September 17th- Matthew 18:21-35 Parable of 
the Unforgiving Servant 
September 24th- Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of 
the Laborers in the Vineyard 
October 1st- Matthew 21:23-32 Parable of the 
Two Sons 
October 8th- Matthew 21:33-46 Parable of the 
Wicked Tenants 
October 15th- Matthew 22:1-14 Parable of the 
Wedding Banquet 

“The Heart of Worship” 

For the month of September our opening song 

is the chorus of “The Heart of Worship.” Many 

of you may not be familiar with the song.  Here 

is the story behind the song:   

Song Story: Matt Redman's "The Heart of 

Worship" by David Schrader 

The song dates back to the late 1990s, born 

from a period of apathy within Matt’s home 

church, Soul Survivor, in Watford, England. 

Despite the country’s overall contribution to the 

current worship revival, Redman’s 

congregation was struggling to find meaning in 

its musical outpouring at the time. 

“There was a dynamic missing, so the pastor 

did a pretty brave thing,” he recalls. “He 

http://www.northtexasumc.org/


decided to get rid of the sound system and 

band for a season, and we gathered together 

with just our voices. His point was that we’d 

lost our way in worship, and the way to get 

back to the heart would be to strip everything 

away.” 

Reminding his church family to be producers in 

worship, not just consumers, the pastor, Mike 

Pilavachi, asked, “When you come through the 

doors on a Sunday, what are you bringing as 

your offering to God?” 

Matt says the question initially led to some 

embarrassing silence, but eventually people 

broke into a cappella songs and heartfelt 

prayers, encountering God in a fresh way. 

“Before long, we reintroduced the musicians 

and sound system, as we’d gained a new 

perspective that worship is all about Jesus, and 

He commands a response in the depths of our 

souls no matter what the circumstance and 

setting. ‘The Heart of Worship’ simply 

describes what occurred.” 

When the music fades, all is stripped away, 

and I simply come / Longing just to bring 

something that’s of worth that will bless your 

heart… / I’m coming back to the heart of 

worship, and it’s all about You, Jesus 
 

Rev. Carolyn 

Allbritton’s 

journey with 

pancreatic 

cancer is 

becoming 

more  

difficult.  You 

can send a card of encouragement to:  309 

Church Street, Winnsboro, TX 75494 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9/5 Tues.   UMM at FUMC Decatur 6:30pm 

9/6       Wed.   “Kids for Christ” begins Afterschool 

Ministry   3:35-5:15 pm (Each Wednesday 

following the school calendar this fall until Nov. 

15
th

) 

9/6 Wed.   Companions in Christ study begins 

 6:30pm (Each Wed. this fall until Nov. 29
th

 

 except Oct. 4
th

 and Nov. 22
nd

) 

9/14 Thurs. Emmaus Gathering- FUMC 

 Bridgeport 6:30PM- Pot Luck 

9/17 Sun. “Tell Me A Story” 5 Week Sermon 

 Series begins 

10/4 Wed.  KFC program “Noah’s Zoo” 5:30pm 

10/21 Sat.  Lord’s Acre 9-1pm 

10/22 Sun. Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday 

10/31  Tues.  Trunk or Treat   5PM 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
   

      
 



 

     

 
    

 

 

Prayer List for September 

 

Pray for our Kids for Christ ministry that 

begins September 6th. Pray for servants 

of Christ helping to reach and minister to 

new children and their families in our 

community. 

 

Pray for our Companions in Christ study 

group. 

 

Pray for our church leaders and all 

persons who are committed to 

completing their roles and 

responsibilities in faithful service to 

God, church, and community. 

 

Pray that all members of the Alvord 

congregation will faithfully fulfill their 

vow to uphold the church with their 

prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 

witness. 

 

Pray for the pastor to be effective in the 

preparation and presentation of engaging 

and challenging sermons and to plan 

experiential worship that glorifies God. 

 

Pray for the pastor, church leaders, and 

committee members to have a prayerful 

discerning spirit and eager motivation to 

implement fruitful ways to help fulfill 

the mission of the church “to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world." 

 

Pray for the following upcoming events: 

UMM monthly breakfast, Kids for Christ 

ministry, Lord's Acre and Trunk or 

Treat. 

 

Pray for Sunday School and Bible 

Studies teachers for all age groups and 

that classes will grow people in their 

discipleship process. 

 

Pray that children and youth will receive 

opportunities to grow in their faith, learn 

to pray, and study the Scriptures through 

Sunday School and other activities. 

 

Pray for Meals on Wheels volunteers 

and recipients. 

 

Pray for music leaders and choir.  Pray 

for new people to join the choir. 

 

Pray for our community leaders such as 

city council members and school 

administrators. 

 

Pray for persons listed on church prayer 

list. 


