
 

 

Moving Beyond Our Walls 
This summer members of our 

congregation have been the hands and 

feet of Christ in many ways.  Some 

volunteered to help Paradise UMC to host 
a VBS along with a team from Forestburg 

UMC. Also Charlie French and Keyvin 

Gilliams volunteered to be counselors at 

SEEK Camp for physically and mentally 

disabled persons hosted at Prothro 
Center at Lake Texoma.   
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MEALS ON WHEELS MISSION PROGRAM 

 

Alvord FUMC is responsible for preparing & 

delivering meals for the Meals on Wheels program.  

Alvord First Baptist and Mt. Zion Baptist Church 

covers the additional days of the week.  

 

Our church is currently providing meals to *22 

elderly individuals. Several of our members 

volunteer to cook meals and/or (additional) 

volunteers help deliver.    

 

You may have questions concerning the MOW 

program.  Let’s see if I can answer a few: 

 

1. Who?  Any elderly person who is no longer 

able to prepare a meal and/or physically unable 

to prepare a meal (living in the Alvord vicinity) 

may call David Goodwin @ First Baptist 

Church (940.427.2763.  He is the coordinator 

for Alvord 

2. When?   Alvord FUMC prepares & delivers 

meals every Thursday 

3.       Where?  To elderly persons living in and/or   

 around Alvord  

4.        How?  You can become involved in many 

areas?  Do you like to drive?  Can you 

substitute as a volunteer to help deliver meals?  

Do you like to cook, bake?  Would you 

volunteer to prepare a meal, casserole, side 

dish, bread and/ or dessert for 22 that can be 

frozen & placed in our pantry?    *This number 

ranges weekly – due to illness, etc.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When one joins the United Methodist Church, one is 

asked the question Will you be loyal to the United 

Methodist Church, and uphold it by your Prayers, your 

Presence, your Gifts, your Service, and your Witness? 

Each member pledges to do that by responding, I Will. 

 

OUR JULY  GIFTS  

General Offering- $ 9,518.06 

MOW - $ 100 

Benevolence - $ 59 

 

OUR JULY PRESENCE  

Avg Worship Attendance       51         

              Avg Sunday School Attendance     13 

 

Pulpit at the New Room Preaching House in Bristol 

 

 

Group photo by Wesley’s Statue in front of 

Wesley’s Chapel in London 

Life size statue of John Wesley (5’1”) in the Wesley 

Central Hall in London. 

 

John Wesley on horseback outside of the New 

House in Bristol.   

 

Group photo on balcony of Methodist Central Hall 

with Westminster Abbey in background.   



 
A Word about Wesley (as presented at 

Vespers) 
 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a 
hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven." 
Matthew 5:14-16 
 
 As a young boy, John Wesley, called 
"Jackie", lived in the rectory with his family in 
Epworth, where his father, Samuel, served as 

the rector (an Anglican priest) at the St. 
Andrew's Church. One evening when John was 
five, the rectory caught on fire. Susanna was 
not well from the current pregnancy so the 
servant sought to get all the children safely out 
of the home, snatching up baby Charles and 
told the others to follow her out. John did not 
follow out for fear of the fire. When he was not 
accounted for, his father tried to rescue him but 
the fire was too intense on the stairs. His father 
prayed fervently for the safety of his son. John 
climbed to a second floor window and a human 
ladder was formed to grab him from the 
window just in time before the roof caved into 
the house. His mother, Susanna, said he was a 
"brand plucked from the burning." (Zechariah 
3:2)  The words of his mother had always 
instilled in him that God had a purpose for him 
in life. It was interesting that at the age of 51, 
John became very ill and thought he was going 
to die, had even written his epitaph which 
said: Here lieth the Body of JOHN WESLEY, A 
BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE 
BURNING: WHO DIED OF A CONSUMPTION 
IN THE FIFTY-FIRST YEAR OF HIS 
AGE, NOT LEAVING, AFTER HIS DEBTS 
ARE PAID, TEN POUNDS BEHIND 
HIM: PRAYING, GOD BE MERCIFUL TO ME, 
AN UNPROFITABLE SERVANT! John 
recovered from his illness and this epitaph was 
never used.  
 
 In 1735, John was sent by the Church of 
England to serve as the minister at Savannah 
to serve the new colonists and to convert the 
Indians. His mission greatly failed.  However 
he encountered a group of Moravians on the 
ship over that were calm during the storms 
while he was scared of death. After much 
dialogue with the Moravians, he sought to have 
an assurance of his salvation as they 
exemplified. One evening visiting a Moravian 
Society where he heard Martin Luther's 
Preface to Romans being read, he later wrote 
in his journal about his experience.  “I felt my 
heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an 
assurance was given me that He had taken 
away my sins, even mine, and saved me from 
the law of sin and death.” –Journal, May 24, 
1738. 
 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/journal.vi.ii.xvi.html
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/journal.vi.ii.xvi.html


 George Whitfield was a friend of John 
and Charles Wesley and all participated in the 
Holy Club while they attended at Christ Church 
College in Oxford. Whitfield, a gifted preacher 
much like John Wesley, had started field 
preaching around the Bristol area. George 
wanted to go back to America and convinced 
John Wesley to come to Bristol and take over 
his ministry there field preaching to the miners 
and their families at Kingswood. At first Wesley 
believed that preaching should only be done in 
the church but then looked to the scriptures 
and recognized that Jesus preached from the 
fields. Wesley wrote in his journal "At four in 
the afternoon, I submitted to be more vile, and 
proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings of 
salvation, speaking from a little eminence in a 
ground adjoining to the city, to about three 
thousand people.” – Journal, April 2, 1739. The 
Church of England did not approve of Wesley's 
preaching about the new birth and the 
assurance of God's salvation by faith alone, so 
he was banned from preaching in the 
churches. Wesley later wrote, “I look upon all 
the world as my parish; thus far I mean, that in 
whatever part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, 
and my bounden duty to declare unto all that 
are willing to hear, the glad tidings of 
salvation.” –Journal, June 11, 1739. 
 
John Wesley impacted the lives of many with 
his preaching, teaching, writings, organization 
of the societies and an accountability process 
among members, and his desire to help the 
poor and uneducated. The following is the 
epitaph that is printed on his grave in London 
behind Wesley's Chapel:  

To the Memory of 
THE VENERABLE JOHN WESLEY. A.M. 

Late Fellow of Lincoln College. Oxford. 
This GREAT LIGHT arose 

(By the singular Providence of GOD) 
To enlighten THESE NATIONS, 

And to revive, enforce, and defend, 
The Pure Apostolic DOCTRINES and 

PRACTICES of 
THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH: 

Which he continued to do, both by his 
WRITINGS and his LABOURS 

For more than HALF A CENTURY: 
And to his inexpressible Joy, 

Not only, beheld their INFLUENCE extending, 

And their EFFICACY witness’d 
In the Hearts and Lives of MANY 

THOUSANDS, 
As well in THE WESTERN WORLD as in 

THESE KINGDOMS: 
But also, far above all human Power of 

Expectation, 
Liv’d to see PROVISION made by the singular 

Grace of GOD, 
For their CONTINUANCE and 

ESTABLISHMENT, 
TO THE JOY OF FUTURE GENERATIONS 
READER if thou art contrain’d to bless the 

INSTRUMENT, 
GIVE GOD THE GLORY. 

After having languished a few Days, He at 
length finished his COURSE 

and his LIFE together. Gloriously triumphing 
over DEATH March 2nd 

An. Dom. 1791 in the Eighty eighth Year of his 
Age. 

 
What a true light he was to the whole world. 
May we continue to carry the light of Christ as 
well as Wesley so diligently did throughout his 
whole life.  
Pastor Veronica  
 

________________________________________ 

Come Learn More about 

your Heritage as a 

Methodist 
I am offering a Historical and Pictorial Presentation 
of the John Wesley Heritage Trip in England on 
Wednesday, August 16th at 6:30PM in the 
sanctuary.   
One of the group members made some short 
videos of our trip experience.  You can view these 
on You Tube by searching 2017 England Immersion 
Trip by Sootaek Woo.   

 _______________________________________++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
                                  
 

 
 
The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday,  
August 27th at 8:00 am.   Join us for a big breakfast 
and devotion! 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/journal.vi.iii.i.html
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/journal.vi.iii.v.html


Alvord Cares Cooking School 
 

Are you interested in 
participating in this 
"fun" learn by doing 
cooking activity? Youth 
- age 7 to ? are invited 
to attend. Younger 
youth may attend if an 
adult family member 
attends with the child. 

Adult volunteers from our church are needed as 
well. It is scheduled for Monday, August 7th 9:30-
noon.  
Jo Watson 
 

Back to School 

Blessing Sunday 

Back to School is  

soon 

approaching for 

all our children 

and teachers. On 

Sunday, August 20
th

, during worship a 

blessing will be offered over our children as 

well as our teachers. Children and youth are 

encouraged to bring their backpack for a 

blessing. Let us all come to offer our prayers 

for them as they begin a new year. 

 

 
The Miracles of our Congregation 

What a blessing to have these two present during 
worship  Both Danielle Hill and Scott Smith are 
members of the congregation and are liver transplant 
recipients.  We have offered up many prayers for 
both of them.  Danielle received her transplant a 
couple days after Christmas and Scott received his 
on Easter.  God is Good!!  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

08/07 Wed. Alvord Cares Cooking School 9-

 noon                                                    

08/07 Mon. Council Meeting, 6:30 pm 

08/13 Sun. District Youth Event 3-5pm  

 At FUMC Gainesville – leave at 2pm 

 

08/16   Wed.  John Wesley Heritage Presentation 

 6:30pm by Pastor Veronica 

08/20 Sun.    Back to School Blessing Sunday  

_____________________________________ 

 

 
Inviting all youth to attend this event.  Please let 
me know if you wish to attend so I can have 
enough parent volunteers and transportation 
arranged.  A permission/medical release form will 
also need to be completed.  We will leave from 
Alvord at 2PM on Sunday. August 13th.   
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our Vision Statement 
 

First United Methodist Church of Alvord nourishes 
the hearts, minds, souls, and bodies of our 
community.  Our ministries nurture children, 
cultivate believers, and empower leaders so that 
we may sustain faithful disciples for generations 
to come. 

____________________________________ 

 
Our Mission Statement 

The mission of the Church is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 



Rosemary and 
Lawrence 
Watson have 
been on our 
prayer list for 
several months 
and still need our 
prayers.  Please 

send letters or cards of encouragement to the 
address below:  
 
Rosemary and Lawrence Watson 
49 Glenmore Drive 
Kingston, GA  30145 

 

Music and 
Drama 
Ministry for 
Elementary 
Children  

 
Beginning again in the Fall! 
This ministry will be offered again on 
Wednesdays after school to elementary 
children starting after Labor Day.  The 
schedule will be to transport children from 
school, provide a nutritional snack, teach the 
kids some songs and work on a play and finish 
up our time together at 5PM. We will begin 
scheduling volunteers in August.  If you can 
help in any way, please let Pastor Veronica 
know.     

Study Begins in Fall on 

Wednesday, Sept. 6
th

 
Many people often 

say they want to 

participate in a Bible 

study, when the 

reality is that they 

want to experience 

God.  This fall an 

opportunity will be 

provided to grow in 

your relationship 

with God through a 

means of using 

scripture, prayer, 

journaling, and sharing and worshipping with a 

group.  The curriculum being used is 

Companions in Christ published by the Upper 

Rooms ministry.  What will be expected of you, 

as a participant, is to read a short chapter 

(approximately 6-7 pages) one day, and the 

following five days complete a scripture reading 

and prayer exercise.  During the group meeting 

times on Wednesdays, (approximately 90 to 120 

minutes long,) will be sharing insights and 

learnings from weekly exercises, expanding upon 

and deepening the context read, and practicing 

spiritual exercises being taught in the readings.  

You can order a new book online for $16-20 or a 

used one for around $6.  Book title is 

Companions in Christ: A Small-Group 

Experience in Spiritual Formation, Participant’s 

Book.  I will have a few used ones available.  

September 6
th

 will be an introductory and 

preparatory session.  The following five weeks 

will cover the unit Embracing the Journey: The 

Way of Christ.  We will be learning and 

practicing the means of grace that hwlp people 

grow spiritually. I challenge you to commit six 

weeks to this spiritual formation experience.  If 

you would like to attend and need childcare, 

please let me know.  The following five week 

unit, Feeding on the Word, is learning to study 

the bible.   

Pastor Veronica  

 

 

 

 



The next  

Gathering for 

the Red River   

Emmaus 

Community is 

on September 

14th at FUMC 

of Bridgeport.   

Gathering begins at 6:30pm with a pot 

luck dinner followed by a time of 

worship.  The next Women’s Walk is 

October 19th-22nd.  If you would like 

more information, please contact 

Pastor Veronica.   

 

Lay Servant 

Ministries 

Training 

offered by the 

Northwest 

District is on 

August 26-27 

at the Friberg-

Cooper UMC.  

Advance registration deadline is 

August 21st.  Courses available are 

Leading Worship and Half Truths (by 

Adam Hamilton) If you are interested 

in being a part of this ministry, 

contact Pastor Veronica.   

___________________________________ 

 

Prayer List for FUMC- Alvord for August 

 

Pray for our Kids for Christ ministry that begins in 

fall. Pray for servants of Christ to commit to helping 

reach and minister to new children in the 

Wednesday after school ministry and their families 

in our community. 

 

Pray for our Companions in Christ study that begins 

in September that will grow people closer to God. 

 

Pray for our church leaders and all persons who are 

committed to completing their roles and 

responsibilities in faithful service to God, church, 

and community. 

 
Pray that all members of the Alvord congregation 

will faithfully fulfill their vow to uphold the church 

with their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 

witness. 

 

Pray for the pastor to be effective in the preparation 

and presentation of engaging and challenging 

sermons and to plan experiential worship that 

glorifies God. 

 

Pray for the pastor, church leaders, and committee 

members to have a prayerful discerning spirit and 

eager motivation to implement fruitful ways to help 

fulfill the mission of the church “to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 

 

Pray for the following upcoming events: UMM 

monthly breakfast, Back to School Sunday, Kids for 

Christ ministry and Companions for Christ study. 

 

Pray for Sunday School and Bible Studies teachers 

for all age groups and that classes will grow people 

in their discipleship process. 

 

Pray that children and youth will receive 

opportunities to grow in their faith, learn to pray, 

and study the Scriptures through Sunday School and 

other activities. 

 

Pray for Meals on Wheels volunteers and recipients. 

 

Pray for music leaders and choir.  Pray for new 

people to join the choir. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
  

  

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


