
 

 

What makes me a Methodist? 

 I've asked that question a lot lately.  

 On April 23rd, the United Methodist 
Church celebrated its 49th birthday. The 
Methodist Church and the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church merged together in Dallas, 
Texas, on this date in 1968 to form the United 
Methodist Church. I must say that I was too 
young to know what was happening in the 
world at this time and that someday I would 
serving as an ordained elder in the UMC.  

 Here is my family story that brought me 
through the doors of a Methodist Church. My 
paternal grandfather was a devote member of 
the Church of the Nazarene, but due to the 
early death of my paternal grandmother when 
my dad was 18 months old, my dad was 
unofficially adopted by an aunt and uncle who 
were Methodist. On my mother's side of the 
family, I know Methodism goes back as far as 
my great grandparents. My parents were 
married in a Methodist Church and have 
always been faithful Methodists. I know today 
family lineage in a denomination doesn't matter 
to some but that's how I found myself 
Methodist.  

 As a Methodist in a small congregation, 
I saw many pastors come and go but I came to 
a greater understanding of the connectional 
system that the Methodist has in my early 
adulthood. Serving as a lay delegate at Annual 
Conference and going on a Methodist 
sponsored mission trip to Costa Rica opened 
my eyes to the church beyond my local 
congregation.  

Through my calling to go in the ministry and my 
studies at Perkins School of Theology, I came 
to a greater understanding and appreciation of 
Wesleyan theology. Bishop Scott Jones, my 
professor at Perkins, gave me a love for John 
Wesley. Wesley's understanding of grace 
speaks to me and provides a foundation to 
preach.  

I am a Methodist because I understand my call 
to love God and my neighbor. I am a Methodist 
because I want all people to understand God's 
love and grace. I am a Methodist because I 
believe we have a mission to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ and to change the world here and 
now.  

I have the opportunity to go to England with a 
group from Perkins in July to learn more about 
John Wesley and a people called Methodists. I 
hope to appreciate even greater the heritage 
passed down to me. And I hope I can pass that 
love and appreciation on to you.  

Pastor Veronica 

_________________________________________ 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the First United Methodist 
Church of Alvord is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the 
world.  
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MEALS ON WHEELS MISSION 

MINISTRY 

(Thinking of Others) 

 

The mind of Christ is a serving 

mind.  We have been shaped by 

Jesus to serve others.  Philippians 

2:7-8.  How blessed we are to 

have numerous members who feel 

this is a worthy mission. 

 

A brief meeting immediately after church in 

Memorial Hall (concerning MOW) is set Sunday, 

May 7
th

.  Our purpose is to review and/or complete 

our summer MOW sign-up sheet (June through 

August).  We encourage anyone who is interested in 

this mission to attend.  You are welcome!!!!   

 

Our church is responsible for preparing & 

delivering meals for the Meals on Wheels program 

every Thursday.  We are currently feeding 21 

individuals.  The numbers vary weekly.   

 

You may have questions concerning the MOW 

program.  Let’s see if I can answer a few: 

 

1. Who can receive a meal?  Any elderly (in 

the Alvord vicinity) person who is no longer 

able to prepare a meal (or a family and/or 

church member) may call David Goodwin 

@ First Baptist Church (940.427.2763.  He 

is the overall coordinator for Alvord.  Our 

church was instrumental in helping organize 

this mission in 1999. 

2.   How?  You can become involved in many 

areas?  Do you like to drive?  Can you 

substitute as a volunteer to help deliver 

meals this summer?  Do you like to cook, 

bake?  Would you volunteer to prepare a 

meal, casserole, side dish, bread and/ or 

dessert for 22?    *This number changes 

weekly – due to illness, etc. 

3.   Purchase large cans for our MOW Food 

Pantry.  Currently, we are in need of green 

beans, pinto beans, any fruit. A current 

itemized list is on the pantry door located in 

the kitchen. 

 

If you can help deliver and/or cook, the sign-up list 

is located in the foyer and/or passed around before 

church service during May. This will allow you to 

select the day and/or days you would like to cook, 

and/or deliver. 

 

The meals for the Alvord and vicinity MOW 

program is funded through donations from UMW 

members, our church members, BIG CAN mission 

and/or special offerings. We are not under the 

NCTCOG Meals on Wheels program & we do not 

receive any government funding. 

 

Accolades to our members who volunteer to prepare 

meals, deliver, participate in our fund-raisers, bring 

canned food, and/or pray for this very mission.  Our 

Church is so blessed.  All monies received goes 

directly toward purchasing food products to prepare 

a home cooked meal, and paper carry-out boxes.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Monthly Report 
When one joins the United Methodist Church, one is 

asked the question Will you be loyal to the United 

Methodist Church, and uphold it by your Prayers, your 

Presence, your Gifts, your Service, and your Witness? 

Each member pledges to do that by responding, I Will. 

 

OUR APRIL GIFTS  

General Offering- $ 8,023  

Benevolence - $95 

 

OUR APRIL PRESENCE 

Avg. Worship Attendance     83            

Avg. Sunday School Attendance     19   
______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, May 28th at 8:00 am.  Join us for a big 
breakfast and devotion! 
  
Tuesday, May 2nd at 6:30p.m. – Chico Morris 
Memorial UMC will host Wise County Methodist 
Men. 
 
 

Vision Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Alvord nourishes the 
hearts, minds, souls, and bodies of our 
community.  Our ministries nurture children, cultivate 
believers, and empower leaders so that we may 
sustain faithful disciples for generations to come. 

 

___

 
We, as a congregation, celebrated the baptism 
of Josalyn and the profession of faith of Will 
Lynch last month.  Grateful to have this family 
as a part of the congregation. 
__________________________________ 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, May 10th   at 7:00 am, we will host 
the Senior Breakfast for all 2017 Alvord graduates. 
Please sign up to prepare food, serve, and clean up. 
Have your items to the church at 6:30 am. 
 
 

We will take a moment during 

worship service on Sunday, 

May 21
st
 to recognize our 

graduating senior, Jake Maag. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Thanks for Supporting our  

Children and Youth 

Thanks especially to Julia and Roy for the 

Enchilada Dinner and for all the many others who 

worked and contributed to make this event a 

success.  The total proceeds is $1,179. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the 
Easter Egg Hunt! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Alvord Cares 
This summer is our 5th Year to offer Alvord 
Cares to our community.  As you know, this 
summer program gives children food that they 
can prepare for themselves. This year we 
expect to have 25-30 children sign up for the 
10 week food program.  Sign up forms will be 
given out starting in May.   
The program begins Monday May 8, 2017.  We 
are planning on packing and handing out the 
food on Mondays.  We need money and 
volunteers to help package and hand out the 
food.  If you can help or have any questions, 
please contact Pam Harris.    
 
"She opens her hand to the poor and reaches 
out her hand to the needy."  Proverbs 31:20 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Week Services and Events 

 
 

Our KFC kids did an awesome job on Palm 

Sunday! 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

“The Last Supper” was re-presented during 

Maundy Thursday Service! 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to everyone who participated in our 

Road to Resurrection event! 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Easter was a glorious morning from the sunrise to 

voices singing! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Easter eggs can be as surprsing as an empty tomb! 

 
Mark your calendar! 

Vacation Bible School will be June 26-30
th

   

6:00-8:30pm 

Walk Across Texas! 

Did you know our church has two teams 

participating in Walk across Texas offered by Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension?  Team One:  Members 

are Karmon Blassingame, JJ & Robyn Watson, 

Pastor Veronica, Shelly Rangel, Judy Smith, 

Margaret Hunt and Pam Harris.  This team has 

walked a total of 1,856 miles.  Great going Alvord 

FUMC Pacemakers!  Team Two:  Rambling 

Gadabouts: Members are Beverly Johnson, Laura 

Shaffer, Gwen Szustak, Roy & Julie Williams, Curt 

Cardenas, Amy Hiler & Jo Watson.  This team has 

walked a total of 896 miles.  (We’ve accomplished 

walking across Texas). 

 

Walk Across Texas is a free program to help start 

moving more and establish physical activity as a 

lifetime habit.  Doing Walk Across Texas with 

people you know is a great way to help keep you 

motivated to reach your goal!  You do not have to 

walk together. To walk across the state in eight 

weeks, everyone on an 8-person team must walk 

about 13 miles each week. 

 

Keep on walking teams!  We are to congratulate 

you for participating in a healthy activity.  We are 

proud of each one of you.  By the way – this year, 

the Extension FCS Committee provided money for 

a drawing to be held each week for a top walker 

who walks a consistent, specific mileage.  Week 6 – 

Pam Harris won a gift certificate to Lowe’s.  

Think about it next year….. Let Jo know if you’d 

like to participate.  Sign up is in March. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5/07  Sun.    MOW planning meeting after worship 
5/10  Wed.  Senior Breakfast 7am 
5/14   Sun.    Mother’s Day 
5/17   Sun.   Senior Recognition Sunday 
06/26-06/30   Vacation Bible School, 6:00-8:30 pm 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   
    10 am Sunday School 
    11 am Worship 

Children’s Choir practices every second Sunday 
during Sunday School.   



Pentecost 
 

For Christians, Pentecost is the day we 
commemorate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit after the ascension of Jesus found 
in Acts 2.  Pentecost means 50 days and 
falls on the calendar 50 days after the 
resurrection of Jesus.  It is considered 
the birthday of the church.  
The celebration of Pentecost this year is 
on Sunday, June 4th.  Come worship this 
day and see how the Holy Spirit moves 

us to be a more Spirit filled congregation 
and empowers to do great things.  

   
 
 

Prayer List for FUMC- Alvord for May 

 

Pray for our church leaders and all persons who are 

committed to completing their roles and 

responsibilities in faithful service to God, church, 

and community. 

 

Pray that all members of the Alvord congregation 

will faithfully fulfill their vow to uphold the church 

with their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 

witness. 

 

Pray for the pastor to be effective in the preparation 

and presentation of engaging and challenging 

sermons and to plan experiential worship that 

glorifies God. 

 

Pray for the pastor, church leaders, and committee 

members to have a prayerful discerning spirit and 

eager motivation to implement fruitful ways to help 

fulfill the mission of the church “to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 

 

 

Pray for the following upcoming events: UMM 

county meeting and monthly breakfast, Senior 

Breakfast and Recognition Sunday, VBS. 

 

Pray for Sunday School and Bible Study teachers 

for all age groups and that classes will grow people 

in their discipleship process. 

 

Pray that children and youth will receive 

opportunities to grow in their faith, learn to pray, 

and study the Scriptures through Sunday School and 

other activities. 

 

Pray for Meals on Wheels volunteers and recipients. 

 

Pray for music leaders and choir.  Pray for new 

people to join the choir. 

 

Pray for our children and youth hand chimes choir. 

 

Pray for our community leaders such as city council 

members and school administrators. 

 

Pray for persons listed on church prayer list. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 


