
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LENT STARTS 

TODAY! 

Ash Wednesday Service 

Wednesday, March 1st 

6:30PM 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of 

Lent.  Lent is a season of forty days, not counting 

Sundays, ending on the Saturday before Easter.  Ash 

Wednesday has two emphases: confronting our own 

mortality and confessing our sin before God in light of 

God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ.  We are to put 

aside our sins and failures of the past in the light of 

who we are yet to become by the grace of 

God.  Ultimately, we are to prepare for Easter by 

dying and rising with Christ for it is through Christ 

that God’s saving grace is demonstrated.  During the 

Ash Wednesday evening service, the imposition of 

ashes on the forehead in the sign of the cross is 

offered to show an outward sign of our sorrow and 

repentance of sins. This year a skit entitled “Garbage” 

will be presented to remind us of our “garbage” we 

hang on to in life and how we need to give it to God. 

Everyone that attends will receive a nail to carry 

during the season of Lent as a reminder of what Christ 

did on the cross for all.  Persons will be asked to 

return with the nail on Maundy Thursday.  Please 

come begin your journey of Lent by attending this 

service on Wednesday, March 1st.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Report 
When one joins the United Methodist Church, one is 

asked the question Will you be loyal to the United 

Methodist Church, and uphold it by your Prayers, your 

Presence, your Gifts, your Service, and your Witness? 

Each member pledges to do that by responding, I Will. 

 

OUR FEBRUARY GIFTS  

General Offering- $ $7,946 

Benevolence - $ 73 
$1,987 weekly avg for February 

$2,542 weekly budget 

 

OUR FEBRUARY PRESENCE 

Avg Worship Attendance   58         

Avg Sunday School Attendance  18 

 
Weekly Worship Avg this Year 52 

Weekly Worship Goal Avg. 70 

Weekly SS attendance yearly Avg. 16 

Weekly SS attendance Goal 30 
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   March Newsletter 
100 W Washington St 
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Encountering 
Jesus  

Sermon Series  
March 12th-April 

2nd. 

During the season of 
Lent we will hear four 

stories from the Gospel 
of John with dramatic 

readings of the 
scriptures of persons who encountered Jesus 
and their lives were changed. These persons 

are Nicodemus, Samaritan woman, a man born 
blind, and siblings-Mary, Martha and Lazarus. 

Each of these people are persons we can 
identify with and can help shape our faith 

journey as we make our way to the cross. If 
you would like to participate in the scripture 

readings for these Sundays, let Pastor 
Veronica know. 

_______________________________ 
Methodist Beliefs Class 

Would you like to learn more about what the 
Methodist believe? Your opportunity has 
arrived. During the season of Lent, Pastor 
Veronica will be teaching a class on Methodist 
Beliefs. The class is being offered at two 
different times. One session will be offered 
during Sunday School at 10am and the other 
session will be on Wednesday evening at 
6:30pm.  Below is the outline of the class 
topics: 
Session 1- Understanding The Trinity 
Sunday, March 5th or Wednesday, March 8th  
Session 2-Wesley's Way of Salvation  
Sunday, March 12th or Wednesday, March 
15th  
Session 3- Sacraments of Baptism and 
Communion  
Sunday, March 19th or Wednesday, March 
22nd  
Session 4- Mission and Purpose of the 
Church  
Sunday, March 26th or Wednesday, March 
29th  
Session 5- Wesley's Quadrilateral 
Sunday, April 2nd or Wednesday April 5th.  
Please let Pastor Veronica know if you wish to 
participate so adequate amount of handouts 
are provided.   

The Methodist Men of 
Alvord is hosting the 
Wise County 
Methodist Men on 
Tuesday, March 7th at 

6:30pm.  We are serving tacos.   
 
The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday,  
March 26th at 8:00 am.  Join us for a big 
breakfast and devotion! 

 
Wise County Methodist Men meet the 
1st Tuesday at 6:30 pm

 

 
Let's get 
healthier!  Are you 
interested? Walk 
Across Texas is an 8 
week walking 
program for teams of 
8 people (adults) 
(adults & youth) or 
school classes. Teams can exercise together 
or on their own. Participants can log miles with 
an equivalency chart in a variety of ways: 
walking, jogging, biking, or even aerobics. 
Every team's miles are recorded on a Texas 
map. Get fit! Enjoy a friendly 
competition! (March 6th -May 1st). Last year, we 
had four teams that represented the 
church.  Can we surpass what we did last 
year? Each team needs a captain.  Team 
packets are available on Sunday.  Please let 
Jo know if you want to be on the team.  
 
___________________________________ 
 
UMYF NEWS  
 
 
The UMYF will meet 
on Sunday, March 
12th, 5-6:30pm. 
 
 
 
 

 



Life and Lent: There’s a Connection 

 Life is a journey.  A journey that is not 

always easy.  It’s a journey that requires a focused 

destination.  Life is a journey that has obstacles in 

the way that lead you in the wrong direction, to 

slow you down, to stop you in your tracks, or just 

wear you out.  

 During my two trips to Colorado, my cousin 

and I set out with a planned destination each day on 

where we would hike.  She had previously travelled 

all the trails before, but they were all new to me.  

She knew what to expect.  I didn’t, but she prepared 

me with a list of all the things I needed to have.    

 Every trail was different- different scenery, 

different viewpoints, different obstacles, different 

altitudes, etc.  The good thing it was a trail. That 

gave me the assurance that others had travelled it 

and returned safely back to tell about it.  Most of the 

trails we would reach our destination point and after 

gazing at the beauty of the destination and resting a 

moment, we would return back the way we came.  

There is comfort in that.  You know what to expect 

on the way back and how far you have to go, even 

though it may not be easy.   

 One day however, we parked in one place 

where we would get off the trailhead and rode the 

bus up and around the mountain to start.  That was a 

more challenging day because I didn’t have any 

idea when I would finally get to the end.  The trail 

was all unknown territory for me.  I continued to 

trudge along the path behind my cousin, only 

knowing that others had walked this trail before me 

and there is end point.   

 Life is often like that trail.  Others have 

walked this life journey before us with faith.  We 

are guided by their faith they lived out.  We have no 

idea when our journey comes to an end, but we 

keep trudging in faith.  And it is always good to 

have someone accompany you along the trail. 

 The season of Lent to me is like a mini 

journey with Jesus Christ, a small model of what 

my faith journey should look like. We have forty 

days minus the Sundays to take a spiritual journey, 

a journey to the cross with Jesus.  It’s a challenging 

journey if you seek to keep your focus upon Jesus 

and strive to put away the obstacles in your life that 

stand in the way.  Jesus knows our temptation and 

our struggles but Jesus offers to walk with us. The 

cross event is overwhelmingly hard to grasp but 

Jesus did it for you and me.  

 Renee and I were working an Emmaus Walk 

in East Texas and the camp had a cross on the top of  

a rugged hill.  During a break, we decided to climb 

to the cross.  We didn’t know each other very well 

at the start, but by the time we had reached the top 

we were faith partners.  Below is the result of that 

journey.  May God guide us to new people, new 

attitudes, new spiritual growth, and a closer walk 

with Jesus this season of Lent.  

 

Pastor Veronica  

 

 

To the Cross 
To the cross we make our strides 

Beaten path be-fore us 

Making this trail as our guide 

Going onward we trust. 

 

To the cross, to the cross, journey will I make there 

Step by step I will draw close. This will be my 

prayer.  

 

We each go at our own pace 

Striving for the same goal. 

The cross stands tall on the peak  

Of this steep rugged knoll. 

  

To the cross, to the cross, journey will I make there 

Step by step I will draw close. This will be my 

prayer.  

 

Climbing step by step on up 

Challenges come our way 

Keeping focus on the path 

Not to be led astray. 

 

To the cross, to the cross, journey will I make there 

Step by step I will draw close. This will be my 

prayer.  

 

When our journey is complete 

We reflect and rejoice 

How Christ has walked before us 

Praising God is our choice. 

 

To the cross, to the cross, journey will I make there 

Step by step I will draw close, This will be my 

prayer.  

 By Veronica Greanead 

 For Renee Francey 

(Can be sung to the tune of  

“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”) 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME IS MARCH 12TH! 

 
Meals on Wheels Mission 

 
We are now cooking & delivering 
to 22 elderly in the Alvord 
community. 
If you know of an elderly person 
who would benefit receiving a 
(majority) home cooked meal, 
please contact David Goodwin, 
First Baptist Church. 

Our meals program is not connected with the 
NCTCOG Meals on Wheels program in 
Decatur. There are no economic requirements 
for ours - just a person and/or persons who are 
elderly & they can no longer prepare a meal for 
themselves. 
We, as a church, are blessed with many 
volunteers who so willingly give of their time & 
expertise for meals on wheels. It takes us all! 
Thank you!!!! 
Sue & David Nivens & Donna & Mike Nivens 
are cooking in March and delivering are: Terry 
Baker, Kay Crafton - Mar 2: Margaret Hunt & 
Terry - Mar 9: Deborah Hill & Terry - Mar 16, 
23, 30. Back up for delivering: Chanda Berry, 
Kay Crafton & Margaret Hunt. 
Special thanks to our February cooks: Jo, Kim, 
Charyn Henley, Kerry Barrett, Gay Dickens, 
Cyndy Grove, & Margaret Hunt. Delivering: 
Terry & Makayla, Kay, Stacey & Jerry, 
Margaret & Jo. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Palm Sunday Live 
The Kids for Christ will present their last 
performance of the spring on Palm Sunday, 
April 9th, during the worship service entitled 
"Palm Sunday Live." A group of reporters will 
be interviewing the crowd members and 
disciples who are parading with Jesus shouting 
"Hosanna!" They will replay the story of Jesus' 
procession to Jerusalem on a donkey and 
singing praises to God. Hope you join us for 
worship this Sunday to begin Holy Week in 
preparation for Easter. 
 

Kids for Christ presented the “Parables of 
Jesus” Puppet Show on February 22nd.  They 
are did a great job! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Mission Statement 

The mission of the First United Methodist 
Church of Alvord is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the 
world.  



 
 
              
 
 
 
03/01    Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm  
03/01    Wed.  Ash Wednesday Service, 6:30 pm 
03/07    Tues.  UMM at Alvord 6:30pm 
03/08    Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm  
03/12    Sun.    Kids/Youth Choir Practice 
         ***Daylight Savings Begins- Set clocks forward 
03/22    Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm 
03/29    Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm 
03/26    Sun.   Men’s Breakfast, 8:00 am 
03/26    Sun.   District Laity Day w/ Bishop McKee 
 FUMC- Gainesville 2:30-5PM 
04/05   Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm 
04/08   Sat.    Community Egg Hunt- City Park 10am 
04/09   Sun.   Palm Sunday KFC during worship 
04/13  Thurs. Maundy Thursday Service 6:30pm 
04/14  Fri.      Road to Resurrection 6:30pm 
04/16  Sun.    Easter 
04/22  Sat.     Enchilada Dinner Youth fundraiser 
5:30 pm 
06/26-06/30   Vacation Bible School, 6:00-8:30 pm 

Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   
    10 am Sunday School 
    11 am Worship 

Children’s Choir practices every second Sunday 
during Sunday School.   

 
 

Community Easter Egg Hunt 
 

We will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt for the 

Community on Saturday, April 8th, at 10AM at Elm 

Creek Park for children up to grade 6.   This event 

is a great opportunity for the church family to offer 

free family fun activities and also a way to meet 

new people in the community and invite them to 

church.  The real meaning of the Easter story will 

be presented by a few old rabbits in a skit and some 

other activities will be provided. Plastic eggs and 

candy donations are needed.  Volunteers are also 

needed to help with the event such as hide eggs, 

people to greet and meet families upon arrival, 

and help with the activities being provided.    

____________________________________ 
 

Vision Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Alvord nourishes the 
hearts, minds, souls, and bodies of our 
community.  Our ministries nurture children, cultivate 
believers, and empower leaders so that we may 
sustain faithful disciples for generations to come. 

02/14 & 
02/21/16 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Maundy Thursday Service-  
Thursday, April 13thth @ 6:30PM 

___________________________________ 

 

On Good Friday, April 14th  

beginning at 6:30pm, we will 

be offering an exciting 

opportunity for families and 

especially children in the 

community to experience some 

of the events of Jesus’ final week on earth called 

“Road to Resurrection.”  The adventure will take 

them through five different stations.  They’ll 

experience the excitement surrounding Jesus’ 

arrival in Jerusalem, the significance of the Last 

Supper, visit Barabbas in prison, the sacrifice 

Jesus made at the cross, and the joy of his 

resurrection.    

Volunteers are needed to man each station, 

decorate rooms, be a cast member of a drama 

scene, and be greeters and guides. If you are 

interested in helping, please let Pastor Veronica 

know.  This is a great opportunity to outreach to 

our community and share the story of Jesus.    

____________________________________ 

Mark your calendar!   

Vacation Bible School will be June 26-30
th

   

6:00-8:30pm 

 

Thank You! 

 

Thanks to the servants of Christ who are making 

KFC the ministry that it is for our kids.  I appreciate 

all the guys who keep the van running back and 

forth on Wednesday and all the persons who have 

provide and prepare snacks.  Thanks to the 

volunteers who help corral kids every week.  

Thanks especially for all that attended the last 

program.  Thanks to those that prepared the dinner 

and desserts, greeted at the door, and transitioned 

tables and chairs.  You are getting this down to an 

art!  Thanks for being a disciple and making 

disciples! 

Pastor Veronica  

___________________________________ 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT LAITY DAY 

WITH 

BISHOP MICHAEL MCKEE 

Sunday, March 26th 2:30-5PM 

FUMC of Gainesville 

Conversation will focus 
on the Commission for 
the Way Forward 
regarding a way forward 
for profound unity on 
human sexuality and 
other matters.  The 
intent of meeting is to 
provide clarity regarding 
the work of the 
Commission, focus on 

the mission of the Church, and answer 
questions pertinent to our mission. 
All members of the church are encouraged to 
attend and strongly suggested that the leaders 
of our congregation attend this meeting.   
 



 

 
 

 

Prayer List for FUMC- Alvord for March 

 

Pray that all members of the Alvord congregation 

will faithfully fulfill their vow to uphold the church 

with their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 

witness. 

 

Pray for the pastor to be effective in the preparation 

and presentation of engaging and challenging 

sermons and to plan experiential worship that 

glorifies God. 

 

 

Pray for our church leaders and all persons who are 

committed to completing their roles and 

responsibilities in faithful service to God, church, 

and community.  

 

Pray for the pastor, church leaders, and committee 

members to have a prayerful discerning spirit and 

eager motivation to implement fruitful ways to help 

fulfill the mission of the church “to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 

 

Pray for the following upcoming studies and events: 

UMM county meeting and monthly breakfast,  

UMYF, KFC program, Ash Wednesday service, 

Methodism Study, Palm Sunday service, 

Maundy Thursday service, Road to Resurrection- 

children and youth event on evening of 

Good Friday, community egg hunt, Easter Sunrise 

and worship service, Vacation Bible School. 

 

Pray for Sunday School for all age groups and that 

classes will grow people in their discipleship 

process. 

 

Pray that children and youth will receive 

opportunities to grow in their faith, learn to pray, 

and study the Scriptures through Sunday School and 

other activities. 

 

Pray for Meals on Wheels volunteers and recipients. 

 

Pray for our Kids for Christ ministry. Pray for 

servants of Christ to commit to helping reach and 

minister to new children in the Wednesday after 

school ministry and their families in our 

community. 

 

Pray for music leaders and choir.  Pray for new 

people to join the choir. 

 

Pray for our children and youth hand chimes choir. 

 

Pray for our community leaders such as city council 

members and school administrators. 

 

Pray for persons listed on church prayer list. 

 

THE BISHOP'S 2017 LENTEN STUDY 
 Bishop Michael McKee invites all members of the 

North Texas Conference of the United Methodist 

Church to join together this Lenten season 

for Walking Together, a devotional program designed 

to support two initiatives of the Zip Code Connection: 

a faith-based business incubator in South Dallas Fair 

Park and hands-on economic development work in 

Clarksville/Red River County.  

 Bishop McKee hopes that each congregation in the 

North Texas Conference will participate in this daily 

study throughout Lent. Sessions are designed to be 

completed in under five minutes, and our combined 

sacrifice will help to make possible our goal of 

eradicating poverty in these two North Texas 

communities. Visit website walkingtogetherntc.org 

to download devotion guide. 

In Walking Together, Bishop McKee asks all 

members of the North Texas Conference to devote 

one hour of salary or wage each week during Lent to 

support our neighbors as they work to create new jobs 

and economic opportunity in their zip codes. For 

example, a congregant earning $20 per hour would be 

asked to contribute at least $20 per week for six 

weeks, or $120. 

 

 

 


