
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Sermons 
The Sermon Series from Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount will continue through February 19
th

. We 

will be challenged to hear the words of Jesus found 

in 5
th

 chapter of Matthew each week and how we 

can apply those teachings to our lives. 

Transfiguration Sunday is February 26th, the last 

Sunday of the season of Epiphany.  We hear the 

story of Jesus who is transfigured before Peter, 

James, and John on the mountaintop and the 

affirming words of God is spoken again, “This is 

my son.”   

The next sermon series will be during the season of 

Lent entitled “Encountering Jesus,” in which we 

will look at different persons who encountered 

Jesus and their lives were transformed.   

  

 

 

 

Monthly Report 
When one joins the United Methodist Church, one is 

asked the question Will you be loyal to the United 

Methodist Church, and uphold it by your Prayers, your 

Presence, your Gifts, your Service, and your Witness? 

Each member pledges to do that by responding, I Will. 

OUR JANUARY GIFTS  

General Offering- $8.455.09 

Benevolence - $ 120 

BUDGETED DOLLARS NEEDED 

$11.014/Month 

$  2.542/Week 

OUR JANUARY PRESENCE 

Avg Worship Attendance   48         

Avg Sunday School Attendance  15 
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Loving Jesus as a Disciple 
“The word of Christ must live in you richly.  
Teach and warn each other with all wisdom by 
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.  
Sing to God with gratitude in your hearts.”  
   Colossians 3:16 CEB 
“The believers devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their 
shared meals, and to their prayers.”  
   Acts 2:42 CEB  
 
 I love the game of basketball. My dad 
was a school teacher and kept the clock at all 
the home ball games. We, as a family, made 
all the school's games, even when we travelled 
great distances. As a small child, I yearned for  
the day I could play. My dad was also in 
charge of the concession stand and back when 
I was young, beverages where served in 
bottles. As soon as the game was over, it was 
my brother's and my job to pick up all the 
bottles. And if we got it done fast we would get 
to shoot a few baskets on the court before 
heading home. How I yearned just to have the 
opportunity to shoot a basket on the court 
because at that time we didn't have a 
basketball goal at home to practice. 
 I finally reached an age I got to wear a 
uniform and sit on the bench. Since Forestburg 
was such as small school, the 5th and 6th 
grade suited up with the 7th and 8th so there 
would be some subs on the bench. As I sat on 
that bench, I watched and observed, listened 
and learned from the coach, and waited for 
those few seconds at the end of the game you 
might get to go into the game. 
 Dad finally put up a basketball goal at 
home when we were probably in jr high. No, 
there wasn't a nice driveway slab to play on. 
We had the hard dirt ground in the pasture 
behind the house but my brother and I spent 
hours practicing. I still love basketball and 
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believe me I would sign up for a team today if 
there was one I could sign up for my age. 
 I also love church. From the time I was 
born my parents took me along with my 
siblings to church every Sunday. My siblings 
and I were the only children in church.  It was a 
one room church and my grandmother taught 
us Sunday School on the back pew of the 
sanctuary while the adults had their class at 
the front. I didn't know you could have 
classrooms in a church until we started going 
to the Methodist church in Forestburg. I had 
some wonderful teachers who gave me a love 
for the Bible and challenged me to study 
beyond the Sunday morning experience. I still 
love church and all that it offers to nurture my 
soul. 
 I'm quite aware that most people do not 
have the same passions about what I do or 
had the same upbringing that I did, but I do 
challenge those of us who are members of a 
congregation and who claim Jesus as Lord and 
Savior to love Jesus.  The example you have 
had of others loving Jesus may be different 
that mine, but I’m quite aware of what the 
scriptures ask of us.  I pray you love Jesus with 
a desire to worship him. Paul said in Romans 
12:1-2 “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.”  What better way to worship than to 
gather with other Jesus lovers on Sunday 
morning!  I pray you love Jesus by learning 
more about him and learning what he taught. 2 
Peter 3:18 says “Grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.“ What better way to grow by attending 
Sunday school classes or other small group 
studies! I pray you love Jesus by living out the 
actions he did. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:1 
“Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.” 
What better way to be the hands and feet of 
Christ when serving in the ministries of the 
church! I pray that you love Jesus by practicing 
the things that will make you a more faithful 
disciple. Jesus demonstrated a great love for 
all and what better way we can love him by 
offering ourselves! 
 I have been challenged in many ways in 
developing a discipleship process plan for the 
church asking the question "what qualities 

does a faithful disciple exhibits?"  I may be 
surveying you for answers. In your eyes, how 
often does a faithful disciple attend church, 
study the Bible, pray, go to Sunday School, 
participate in the ministries and events of the 
church, give financially, teach their children 
about the faith, etc.? What are your answers 
and how are you measuring up? 
 I'm greatly concerned as I looked at our 
average worship attendance and Sunday 
school attendance. In January of 2016 our 
average worship attendance was 61. January 
2017 was 48. Sunday school average 
attendance for January of 2016 was 29. 
January of 2017 is 15.  We averaged 1 
child/youth in Sunday School for the month of 
January. As a coach would say, "We can do 
better than this," I believe we can be more 
faithful than this. I want to make it our goal to 
average 70 in worship and 30 in Sunday 
School for 2017.  We have some catching up 
to do but we can make it happen.  
Love Jesus and respond to his grace.  Love 
Jesus and grow in your love and knowledge. 
Love Jesus and become a faithful and mature 
disciple. You are the example of how the next 
generation will measure faithful discipleship. 
 

Pastor Veronica  
________________________ 
This is great group of ladies often 
seen on Thursday morning. They 

come to quilt and I’m sure they 
would welcome you to join them.   

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Kids for Christ kicked off after the Christmas 
break on January 18th. The children are 
learning new some songs along with some 
parables that Jesus taught. The next KFC 
program will be on Wednesday, February 
22nd at 5:30pm. The program will include their 
new songs along with acting out the Bible 
stories they have learned.  We will serving 
sandwiches and chips afterwards. Please mark 
your calendar for this special evening.  

 

 
 

CHRISTIAN SOJOURNERS CLASS 

ANNOUNCES NEW STUDY TO BEGIN  

 

We will soon begin a study on Psalms.  Psalms are 

songs of praise to God as our Creator, Sustainer, 

and Redeemer. Focusing our thoughts on God 

moves us to praise him.  The more we know him, 

the more we can appreciate what he has done for us.   

Please join us:  Our class is dynamic, never a dull 

moment, fun and full of life!  All are welcome: 

Currently our class is comprised of young to middle 

age adults, chronologically gifted, and singles.  

EVERYONE FITS IN –from a person who knows 

and studies the bible (close to a scholar) or 

(someone who is just a beginner and is interested in 

learning).  We ALL learn!   The class is taught by:  

Suzette Munson & Jo Watson. 

 
 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the First United Methodist 
Church of Alvord is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the 
world.  



A YEAR OF SCI 

It has been nearly a year ago when we, as a 
church, had our SCI Consultation Day and 
voted to accept the prescriptions designed for 
our congregation. The following things we have 
accomplished these 12 months: a vision 
statement for the church, evaluation of the 
worship service and implementation of things 
suggested, evaluate current events and 
ministries and how we can make them an 
outreach to community, and create a signature 
ministry, Kids for Christ, to bring new families 
into the life of our church. We have 
accomplished a lot and have reaped some fruit 
from our work. Thanks to all who have played a 
part in this whole process. But please 
remember that though we have completed the 
work assigned to us, for this past year, we still 
are called to continue live out our mission and 
vision of our church in our community.  

One of the tasks suggested in our SCI was to 
put in place a discipleship process plan. 
Although we have had the conversations and 
some training on this, we still need time to 
discern what discipleship means, the traits 
present in a faithful disciple that are 
measurable, and how to implement that into 
the life of the church with the goal that we all 
seek maturity in our faith throughout our 
lives.    

_____________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The next Men’s breakfast will be Sunday,  
February 26th at 8:00 am.  Join us for a big 
breakfast and devotion! 
 

Wise County Methodist Men 
2017 Schedule 

 
Wise County Methodist Men meet the 
1st Tuesday at 6:30 pm 
 

 

 
___________________________________ 

 
UMYF NEWS 

The UMYF will be having a Valentines Party 
on Sunday, February 12th, 5-6:30pm. It will be 
a evening filled with fun games and fellowship. 
Each youth are encouraged to bring a friend. 

          



 Alvord Meals on Wheels 

 

‘The Spirit of Christ in love is 

action’ can be termed as our 

belief for our church’s 

participation in this mission 

ministry.  We not only prepare 

nutritious meals every Thursday 

of the year; but, we also visit with 

each one of the elderly who 

receives a meal.  This gives the 

family reassurance of someone 

checking on their loved one at least once a day.  We 

are currently providing meals to 23 elderly.  The 

elderly love it when a young person visits!  How 

blessed we are our church has had numerous 

youth during holidays, spring break or summer 

who ride with a relative to help deliver.   

As you know, the meal is provided by our church 

through donations to the meals on wheels mission 

and/or fundraisers such as Lord’s Acre, large 

canned food drives or additional offerings above & 

beyond their regular tithe by the person(s) who 

prepare a meal. 

 

As always, special THANKS and blessings to our 

volunteers (adult and youth).  Last month, I failed to 

mention Bonnie Foreman and grandchild “Cadi.”  

Suzette Munson & grandchildren, “Emily & Jacob 

DeMoss” and Terry Baker & grandchild, 

“Makayla.” 

 

During January our cooks were: Kim French, 

Charyn Henley, Kerry Barrett, Jo Watson. 

Delivering: Terry Baker and Margaret Hunt. 

 

Our cooks for February are:   Feb 2: Jo, Kim & 

Charyn, Feb 9: Kerry & Gay Dickens, 

Feb 16: Kay Crafton & Margaret Hunt, Feb 23: 

Cyndy Grove & Margaret Hunt. 

Delivering:  Terry Baker, Margaret Hunt, Kay 

Crafton & Chanda Berry as back up. 

 

LARGE CANS: 

We are currently in need of any type of canned 

fruit, green beans, ranch style beans. 

 

______________________________________ 

 
 

Bridgeport Camp for our 
Children and Youth 
 

Summer camp 
registration is already 
open at the Bridgeport 

Methodist Camp.  If your child is interested, 
check out Bridgeportcamp.org to see which 
camp week to register. The camps will run from 
Monday morning to Friday afternoon this year 
and the cost is $375 per camper. There are 
elementary camps for those that have 
completed grades 3-5, junior high camps for 
those that have completed grades 6-8, senior 
high for those that have completed grades 9-
12, and a music camp for those that have 
completed grades 3-6.   
 

 
              
 
 
02/01   Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm 
02/08   Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm 
02/12   Sun.    Children/ Youth Chimes in SS  
02/12   Sun.    UMYF Valentine’s Party, 5:00 pm 
02/15   Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm 
02/22   Wed.  KFC 3:30-5:30pm 
02/22   Wed.  KFC Program 5:30pm 
02/28    Sun.   Early bird deadline for Summer Camp 

03/01   Wed.  KFC 3:30-5pm 
03/01   Wed.  Ash Wednesday Service, 6:30 pm 
04/08   Sat.    Community Egg Hunt- City Park 10am 
04/09   Sun.   Palm Sunday KFC during worship 
04/13  Thurs. Maundy Thursday Service 6:30pm 
04/14  Fri.      Journey to Jerusalem 6:30pm 
04/22  Sat.     Enchilada Dinner Youth fundraiser 
5:30 pm 
06/26-06/30   Vacation Bible School, 6:00-8:30 pm 

 
Sundays:  9 am Adult Choir Practice   
    10 am Sunday School 
    11 am Worship 
 

 
 



 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 

Wednesday, March 1st 

6:30PM 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of 

Lent.  Lent is a season of forty days, not counting 

Sundays, ending on the Saturday before Easter.  Ash 

Wednesday has two emphases: confronting our own 

mortality and confessing our sin before God in light of 

God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ.  We are to put 

aside our sins and failures of the past in the light of 

who we are yet to become by the grace of 

God.  Ultimately, we are to prepare for Easter by 

dying and rising with Christ for it is through Christ 

that God’s saving grace is demonstrated.  During the 

Ash Wednesday evening service, the imposition of 

ashes on the forehead in the sign of the cross is 

offered to show an outward sign of our sorrow and 

repentance of sins. This year a skit entitled “Garbage” 

will be presented to remind us of our “garbage” we 

hang on to in life and how we need to give it to God. 

Please come begin your journey of Lent by attending 

this service on Wednesday, March 1st.   

________________________________________ 

Mark your calendar!   

Vacation Bible School will be June 26-30
th

   

6:00-8:30pm 

____________________________________ 

Vision Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Alvord nourishes the 
hearts, minds, souls, and bodies of our 
community.  Our ministries nurture children, cultivate 
believers, and empower leaders so that we may 
sustain faithful disciples for generations to come. 

Methodist Beliefs Class 

Would you like to learn more about what the 
Methodist believe? Your opportunity has 
arrived. During the season of Lent, Pastor 
Veronica will be teaching a class on Methodist 
Beliefs. The class is being offered at two 
different times. One session will be offered 
during Sunday School at 10am and the other 
session will be on Wednesday evening at 
6:30pm.  Below is the outline of the class 
topics: 
Session 1- Understanding The Trinitarian 
Sunday, March 5th or Wednesday, March 8th  
Session 2-Wesley's Way of Salvation  
Sunday, March 12th or Wednesday, March 
15th  
Session 3- Sacraments of Baptism and 
Communion  
Sunday, March 19th or Wednesday, March 
22nd  
Session 4- Mission and Purpose of the 
Church  
Sunday, March 26th or Wednesday, March 
29th  
Session 5- Wesley's Quadrilateral 
Sunday, April 2nd or Wednesday April 5th.  

Please let Pastor Veronica know if you wish to 
participate so adequate amount of handouts 
are provided.   

 
Thanks Clint for running the video system.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray that all members of the Alvord congregation 

will faithfully fulfill their vow to uphold the church 

with their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 

witness. 

 

Pray for the pastor to be effective in the preparation 

and presentation of engaging and challenging 

sermons and to plan experiential worship that 

glorifies God. 

 

 

Pray for our church leaders and all persons who are 

committed to completing their roles and 

responsibilities in faithful service to God, church, 

and community.  

 

Pray for the pastor, church leaders, and committee 

members to have a prayerful discerning spirit and 

eager motivation to implement fruitful ways to help 

fulfill the mission of the church “to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 

 

Pray for the following upcoming studies and events: 

UMM county meeting and monthly breakfast,  

Youth Valentine Party, KFC program, 

Ash Wednesday service, Methodism Study, Palm 

Sunday service, Maundy Thursday service, Journey 

to Jerusalem children and youth event on evening of 

Good Friday, community egg hunt, Easter Sunrise 

and worship service, Vacation Bible School. 

 

Pray for Sunday School and Bible Studies teachers 

for all age groups and that classes will grow people 

in their discipleship process. 

 

Pray that children and youth will receive 

opportunities to grow in their faith, learn to pray, 

and study the Scriptures through Sunday School and 

other activities. 

 

Pray for Meals on Wheels volunteers and recipients. 

 

Pray for the youth group (UMYF) who meet on the 

second Sunday of each month. 

 

Pray for our Kids for Christ ministry. Pray for 

servants of Christ to commit to helping reach and 

minister to new children in the Wednesday after 

school ministry and their families in our 

community. 

 

Pray for music leaders and choir.  Pray for new 

people to join the choir. 

 

Pray for our children and youth hand chimes choir. 

 

Pray for our community leaders such as city council 

members and school administrators. 

 

Pray for persons listed on church prayer list. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


